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MEDIA STATEMENT

Matawa First Nations Chiefs Respond to Provincial Budget:

Matawa First Nations Chiefs welcome the two initiatives focusing on the Ring of Fire announced in the Provincial budget, but say it still falls short. Given the number of communities involved, Chiefs state that the $45-million dollars that will be allocated over a three year period for a skills and training program for Aboriginal people and Northern Ontarians is insufficient to meet Matawa First Nations community goals. Ultimately, Matawa First Nations Chiefs want to achieve positive results to improve the quality of life in their communities. The Matawa First Nations Chiefs accept the program as a start to help their community members become employable, but say they still need more educational resources to meet the needs of job requirements.

The Matawa First Nations Chiefs look forward to working with the new Ring of Fire Coordinator, a position that was tabled in the budget, who has been assigned with the task to consult with First Nations to encourage economic development related to the Ring of Fire. 

The Matawa First Nations Chiefs continue to state that their communities need to be involved in any process related to development on First Nations traditional territory.  

For further information, please contact:

Amanda Bay

Firedog Communications

T- (807) 767-4443 Ext #223
E- amanda@firedogpr.com
Chief Arthur Moore

Constance Lake First Nation

T-(705) 372-5526
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Matawa First Nations    233 S. Court Street    Thunder Bay, ON    P7B 2X9    Tel:  (807) 344-4575    Fax: (807) 344-2977    
Toll Free: 1-800-463-2249
www.matawa.on.ca
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