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The Clock is Ticking for a Historic Regional Landmark with Demolition on the Horizon

Ginoogaming First Nation, ON- July 28th, 2009- Almost exactly one year to the day since the Infant Jesus Parish Church in Long Lake #58 First Nation was saved from demolition, the First Nation finds itself back at square one. Despite promises by the Ontario Government to find a solution to save the historic regional landmark, Long Lake #58 First Nation is being forced to proceed with demolition plans. 

Built in 1948 by Father Alphonse Hamel, the church has great significance and meaning to the region, created to service the Anishnabek of Long Lake and the surrounding area. After serving the community for close to five decades, the church was condemned in 1997 due to structural hazards.

Saving the Roman Catholic Church remains a number one priority for Long Lake #58 Chief Allan Towegishig. During Matawa First Nations 21st Annual General Meeting, Chief Towegishig made an urgent plea to save his community’s church to the Minister of Northern Development and Mines, Michael Gravelle. Towegishig says “many hearts in Long Lake #58 First Nation remain saddened…with the thought of having one of the most recognizable landmarks in the Northwest Region torn down”. 
The church itself holds many memories for everyone who attended mass there. It is a

beautiful landmark but most importantly it is a connection to the families, the way of life, and the

community that was once located there.

Towegishig says “Long Lake #58 First Nation leadership has worked very hard over the past many years with both the Federal and the Ontario governments to access funding to restore the Church but

we have not been successful. We are therefore left with no other option but to demolish the building due to safety issues.”

Costs to restore the Infant Jesus Parish Church exceed 1.1 million dollars. 

For further information please contact:
Amanda Bay- Communications Officer

Firedog Communications

T- (807) 628-7109

E- amanda@firedogpr.com 
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Matawa First Nations    233 S. Court Street    Thunder Bay, ON    P7B 2X9    Tel:  (807) 344-4575    Fax: (807) 344-2977    
Toll Free: 1-800-463-2249
www.matawa.on.ca
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