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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Matawa First Nations Kicks Off 2nd Annual Community Governance and Economic Development Conference:
Thunder Bay ON, March 24th, 2010- The Ring of Fire is a very hot topic of interest along with inter-dependence of governance at the Matawa First Nations 2nd Annual Community Governance and Economic Development Conference.

The event brings together First Nations leaders, managers, economic practitioners, the business community and First Nations youth to learn new trends in the sector, coupled with a great lineup of influential speakers.

Matawa First Nations economic Development Manager Brian Davey says; “The Ring of Fire continues to heat up as an area of interest for economic growth. Ideas and resources presented at the two day conference will touch on areas of this potential development, amoung others, which will provide tools and resources that can be taken back home and implemented to improve the quality of life in our communities.”

This year’s conference agenda also greatly reflects the inclusion of youth with role models and workshops specific to their needs. Grammy Nominee and Sony Music Recording Artist Jana Mashonee is highlighting the list. Mashonee is very dedicated to helping native youth in any way she can. In 2002, the artist established Jana’s Kids, a native youth motivation and scholarship program.  Through a motivational speaking session and performance Mashonee will address issues of cultural pride, motivation, alcohol and tobacco awareness and gang association. 

Matawa First Nations Youth Coordinator Dawn Buswa says; “Youth provide the key to a healthy vital future, and to move forward require a base of traditional teachings and values to encourage a sense of pride and identity. This event will help youth realize the opportunities available, and inspire them to become leaders in their communities”.

More than 200 delegates are participating in this year’s conference, including eighty youth members.
The conference continues tomorrow- March 25th-  with workshops and seminars featuring Ewan Downie-President of Premier Gold Mines Limited, Glen Nolan- VP Government & Aboriginal Affairs of Noront Resources Limited, Sony Recording Artist Jana Mashonee, & Deborah Taylor- Executive Director – First Nations Market Housing Fund.

A gala event will wrap up the two day event starting at 6:00 PM, with a keynote address given by Matawa First Nations CEO David Paul Achneepineskum, and entertainment provided by Comedian DerRic Starlight, and Jana Mashonee. 

For further information please contact:

Amanda Bay-Communications Officer



Firedog Communications

T- (807) 767-4443 Ext#223

E-amanda@firedogpr.com
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Matawa First Nations    233 S. Court Street    Thunder Bay, ON    P7B 2X9    Tel:  (807) 344-4575    Fax: (807) 344-2977    
Toll Free: 1-800-463-2249
www.matawa.on.ca


[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]