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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Matawa First Nations Congratulates the Honourable Minister of Northern Development and Mines on recent appointment:
Thunder Bay, ON, June 26th, 2009 - Matawa First Nations is applauding a recent cabinet shuffle at Queen’s Park performed by Premier Dalton McGuinty. It was announced earlier this week, that the forestry portfolio is now in the hands of the Minister of Northern Development and Mines, Michael Gravelle.  Chief Arthur Moore of Constance Lake says; “Forestry remains a top priority for Matawa First Nations. Matawa Chiefs and membership along with Matawa management look forward to working with Gravelle, who already has a favourable understanding of forestry issues, especially in the North, where all Matawa First Nations communities are located”. 

Matawa First Nations’ regional strategic plan highlights forestry as an area where the organization is looking to expand on.  The Forestry industry can provide opportunity for economic development and capacity building with millions of hectares of land on the First Nations territories.  Matawa First Nations CEO David Paul Achneepineskum says; “The forest is a resource that is important to Matawa First Nations goals; including economic development, business opportunities, employment, and partnerships.  In Ontario, First Nations involvement in forestry operations continues to increase.”

Currently, many First Nation communities across Canada are looking for stronger involvement in forest management planning, and want to address the need for land rehabilitation through appropriate policies and programming.  Achneepineskum says; “Matawa membership has relied on the forest environment for decades…with the natural habitat providing food, shelter, clothing, and spiritual needs for our people. Becoming active players in all aspects of forest-based development is paramount to Matawa communities.”

Similar to what is expected when working with the mining industry, Matawa First Nations is also looking for a balanced approach to forests located in First Nations territories, reflective of the forest values of Matawa First Nations. Currently Matawa Chiefs do have some concern with pending land tenure amendments previously announced by Minister Donna Cansfield. Chief Arthur Moore says; “I would like Minister Gravelle to reconsider particular tenures that do not benefit First Nations or the Forestry Industry.”

For further information, please contact:
Amanda Bay- Communications Officer

Firedog Communications

T- (807) 767-4443 ext#223

E- amanda@firedogpr.com
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Matawa First Nations    233 S. Court Street    Thunder Bay, ON    P7B 2X9    Tel:  (807) 344-4575    Fax: (807) 344-2977    
Toll Free: 1-800-463-2249
www.matawa.on.ca
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