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  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Matawa First Nations Call for Changes to Provincial Bills
Chapleau ON, August 12th, 2009- Matawa First Nations Chiefs are collectively rejecting two proposed Bills from the province of Ontario. 

Constance Lake Chief Arthur Moore appeared before the Standing Committee on General Government earlier today, voicing Matawa First Nations’ concerns with Bill 173- an Act to amend the Mining Act, and Bill 191- an act with respect to land use planning and protection in the far north. 

Moore expressed disappointment to the Standing Committee, over the fact that the public hearings on the two proposed pieces of legislation are not being held in any First Nation Communities- scheduled in Toronto, Sioux Lookout, Chapleau, Timmins and Thunder Bay.  “To get a real sense of the North, you have to come to the communities and meet the people… it is disrespectful to plan meetings that will affect people’s lives- away from where they live. Would the Oak Ridges Moraine Protection Act be passed without hearings in the greater Toronto area?”

Matawa First Nations have participated in several mining act forums, and continually brought forward changes they would like to see in the Mining Act legislation. However, Matawa First Nations still feel the current bill falls short. Moore says; “almost all of the recommendations we brought to the table were not included in the new mining act amendments… consultation is only as good as the accommodation that arises.” 

Matawa First Nations communities remain open to mineral exploration and development, with the opportunity for positive change in their communities, but they also want to see orderly development. Chief Moore says; “five of Matawa’s remote communities are located near the Ring of Fire, an area that holds some of the wealthiest mineral potential in Canada…however those communities are among the poorest in country.”  The province collects many revenues, royalties, taxes, and fees, on all components of the Mineral Cycle. 
Meanwhile, Matawa First Nations is also voicing concern in regard to Bill 191: The Far North Act.  Bill 191 divides the Matawa First Nations Tribal Council by placing an arbitrary boundary, and in some instances divides traditional territory. There is also no defined funding stream to pay for land use planning included in the legislation. 
Matawa First Nations are not, and were never a part of the Northern Table, and were therefore not consulted about the Far North legislation. Requests to discuss issues with the Minister before the bill went to the legislature were not fulfilled. 

Matawa First Nation Chiefs are requesting Bill 191 be withdrawn, and also reject Bill 173 in its current form, until necessary changes are made to accommodate Matawa First Nations to create more appropriate pieces of legislation. Chief Moore say; “The province must take the entire process more seriously, and draft stronger acts that include Matawa First Nations recommendations that were submitted by Chiefs, Counsellors, and Community Members.” 

For further information please contact:

Amanda Bay- Communications Officer

Firedog Communications

T- (807) 767-4443

E- amanda@firedogpr.com 
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Matawa First Nations    233 S. Court Street    Thunder Bay, ON    P7B 2X9    Tel:  (807) 344-4575    Fax: (807) 344-2977    
Toll Free: 1-800-463-2249
www.matawa.on.ca
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