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MEDIA ADVISORY

“What is Your Dream?”

Matawa Youth Empowerment Conference

Thunder Bay ON, June 5th, 2009- Matawa First Nations want their youth to not only dream a dream but make them a reality. That is the main goal of the Matawa Youth Empowerment Conference being held in Thunder Bay,  June 9th,10th, and 11th. The event will feature a Career Fair, workshops, and focus groups, along with a banquet to recognize those youth who have been successful.

The conference that is titled “What is your dream?” will feature special guests who will facilitate workshops and present as keynote speakers. They are mostly youth from a Matawa community that are now established, and have worked extremely hard achieving great success. 

They include, Lewis Yesno, who is currently an Air-Canada First Officer.  Lewis flies aircrafts into international airspace, travelling to major cities like Tokyo, Japan. He currently lives in Thunder Bay, originally from Eabametoong First Nation. 

Nicole Beauvais is another successful youth attending the conference. Beauvais just graduated from the Northern Ontario School of Medicine, and is now entering here two year residency program, starting her career in medicine upon completion.  Nicole will be among very few doctors from Matawa First Nation. She is originally from Long Lake #58 First Nation.

Hundreds of on and off reserve Matawa youth are expected to participate in the conference along with youth from Thunder Bay schools.  They will all have a chance to explore several items including education, policing, research various industries and companies, and with participate in cultural and art activities.

Matawa First Nation’s Education Advisor Murray Waboose says; “ Matawa communities want to make sure youth know that they are important. We need to provide them with opportunities, they are our future, and will eventually have to take care of our communities.”

Also attending the youth empowerment conference is former professional hockey player, Ted Nolan. Nolan speaks to thousands of First Nation youth across Canada every year, motivating them to stay in school and off drugs. He was raised on The Garden River Reserve outside of Sault St. Marie. Nolan was drafted by the Detroit Red Wings and also played for the Pittsburg Penguins, and is known for his coaching career in the NHL. During the conference, Nolan will not only speak to Matawa Youth, but will also show them some skills out on the ice. 

Media are invited to attend the Matawa Youth Empowerment Conference. Included is a schedule of events. 

Location:  Best Western Nor’wester Resort Hotel

                   2080 Hwy #61

When:     June 9th,10th, 11th 

For further information contact:                                                On-site, June 10th, Workshops  Contact:
Amanda Bay- Communications Officer                                      Kristina Baraskewich

Firedog Communications                                                           Firedog Communications

T-(807)767-4443 EXT 223                                                         C- (807) 472-7034

E- amanda@firedogpr.com                                                        E- Kristina@firedogpr.com 
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Matawa First Nations    233 S. Court Street    Thunder Bay, ON    P7B 2X9    Tel:  (807) 344-4575    Fax: (807) 344-2977    
Toll Free: 1-800-463-2249
www.matawa.on.ca
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