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MEDIA STATEMENT: 

January 19th, 2010:
Matawa First Nations Chief responds to logistics halt imposed by First Nation

Says Chief Sonny Gagnon of Aroland First Nation: 

“Marten Falls First Nation is now denying mining and mineral companies operating in the Ring of Fire access to an ice landing strip in the area, due to reports of lack of consultation. Although my community supports Marten Falls taking issue with the mining companies, representation from both sides must come to the table to resolve this issue. These conflicts will continue to arise if First Nations are not given an equal opportunity to benefit from businesses and meaningful jobs. First Nations want to be involved and partner with the industry on all developments”.
 “Unless First Nations are involved in mining and mineral projects happening in our own backyards, we will continue to take actions that will re-enforce our desire to be a part of the developments. Just because Matawa First Nations communities have continually expressed that our communities are not against activity, this does not mean that we will accept the opportunity, just for the sake of seeing development”.
“Industry must be willing to work with us as equal partners. This is our land and Matawa First Nations Chiefs will continue to ensure that our people benefit for many decades to come”.
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