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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Matawa First Nations Introduces New Process for Industry at PDAC 2010
Toronto, ON, March 9th, 2010- Matawa First Nations officially introduced a new process to the Mining and Mineral Industry at the 2010 Prospectors & Developers Association of Canada (PDAC). This afternoon, Matawa representatives presented the Interim Mineral Measures Process (IMMP) to government officials, First Nation leadership, and industry representatives, during a special event in the Aboriginal Presentation Room. The process is the first of its kind, aimed to bring First Nations and mineral companies together on some common understandings. 
The innovative document, created by the Matawa First Nations technical committee and approved by Matawa Chiefs, provides guidelines on how communities interact with the mineral exploration and mining industry, bringing new ideas to terms like consultation and accommodation. 

Chief Sonny Gagnon of Aroland First Nation says; “This is the perfect venue for Matawa to bring this new process front and centre. Communities continue to voice that we are willing to work together to build productive and positive relationships with the mining industry, provided that we are consulted and are included in any potential benefits from projects occurring within our traditional territory. This new process is meant as a starting point for dialogue between First Nations and mineral companies, and will serve as a guide to help avoid potential conflicts in the North.”
This past February, Matawa First Nations provided a draft of the Interim Mineral Measures process to a group of industry and government representatives at the first ever, Matawa First Nations Mineral Exploration Mining Symposium. At the symposium Matawa received feedback on the document in the areas of: Government Involvement, Resources, and Revenue Sharing. 

Gagnon says; “In the past, our communities didn’t always benefit from mining activity that was taking place on our traditional territory. This Process will ensure that doesn’t happen again. Partnerships in the Mining and Mineral Industry offer major potential for our communities; We see ourselves as equal partners and there is great opportunity for both parties”.
Currently the Matawa region is the most active mineral exploration region in Northern Ontario, with over sixty mining and mineral companies working in First Nation’s traditional territories. 
Representatives from each First Nation will be available at PDAC to engage in discussions and explore partnership development opportunities.

-30-

Notes to the Editor:

· Chiefs and representatives of nine Northern Ontario First Nations are participating in the 2010 Prospectors & Developers Association of Canada (PDAC) International Convention. Their investment in the tradeshow is aimed at attracting and generating investment and partnerships in community economic development initiatives. 
· Matawa First Nations is a Tribal Council with a membership of nine (9) Ojibway and Cree First Nations communities in North Central Ontario. 

· Five of Matawa’s remote communities are located near the Ring of Fire- an area that holds some of the wealthiest mineral potential in Canada.

For further information, please contact:

Amanda Bay

Firedog Communications

C- (807) 628-7109- On-site at PDAC
E- amanda@firedogpr.com
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Matawa First Nations    233 S. Court Street    Thunder Bay, ON    P7B 2X9    Tel:  (807) 344-4575    Fax: (807) 344-2977    
Toll Free: 1-800-463-2249
www.matawa.on.ca
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