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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Matawa First Nations Celebrates Three Years at PDAC
Thunder Bay, ON, March 8th, 2010- For the third consecutive year, a Matawa First Nations delegation is taking part in the Prospectors and Developers Association Convention. Chiefs and representatives of nine Northern Ontario First Nations communities are amongst the delegates in attendance at this year’s event, with a goal of attracting and generating investment and partnerships. 
Matawa First Nations is one of the original First Nations groups to participate in the annual convention. CEO David Paul Achneepineskum says; “Matawa First Nations overall message at PDAC 2010 will remain consistent with previous years being that; Matawa First Nations is “Open for Business”; However we also want to make the industry aware that the First Nations people want to create an environment where all parties involved can thrive with economic wealth. It's about developing new opportunities to create jobs and promote long-term economic development.”

In the past, the global networking event has allowed Matawa representatives to explore and form partnerships while putting their northern communities on the world map. Constance Lake First Nation Chief, Arthur Moore says; “We want to continue to work with the industry to ensure that our communities benefit; Meaningful partnerships are the foundation for success, and our First Nation communities are open to building collaborative agreements in which all participants agree to work together to achieve a common purpose.”
Matawa First Nations representatives will continue to promote and educate delegates at PDAC 2010 about their organization, Matawa Territory, and the opportunity that lies in the mineral exploration and mining industry. Matawa First Nations will also present their newly drafted Interim Mineral Measures Process at the Mining Event. The innovative process is expected to bring First Nations and Industry together on some common understandings when it comes to development. (Presentations taking place March 8th- Innovation Forum- 11:00 AM, and in the Aboriginal Presentation Room on March 9th)
Currently the Matawa region is the most active mineral exploration region in Northern Ontario, with over sixty mining and mineral companies working in First Nation’s traditional territories. Mining companies have identified that First Nations traditional territories offer opportunities for exploration in:

Chromite, phosphate, nickel, copper, zinc, platinum, gold, silver, rhodium, cobalt, and diamonds. 
Five of Matawa’s remote communities are located near the Ring of Fire- an area that holds some of the wealthiest mineral potential in Canada.
Representatives from each First Nation will be available at PDAC to engage in discussions and explore partnership development opportunities. Matawa First Nations booth is #750.
-30-

Notes to the Editor:

· Matawa First Nations is a Tribal Council with a membership of nine (9) Ojibway and Cree First Nations communities in North Central Ontario.
For further information, please contact:

Amanda Bay

Firedog Communications Inc.

C- (807) 628-7109- On-site at PDAC 2010
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Matawa First Nations    233 S. Court Street    Thunder Bay, ON    P7B 2X9    Tel:  (807) 344-4575    Fax: (807) 344-2977    
Toll Free: 1-800-463-2249
www.matawa.on.ca
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