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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Matawa First Nations rejects any transfer of control or administration over post-secondary education: Chief speaks during demonstration at Parliament Hill

Ottawa ON, September 23rd, 2010- In support of National Week of Action for First Nations Education, Matawa First Nations representatives are participating in a demonstration taking place on Parliament Hill today, joining more than five-hundred people from across the province.

Constance Lake First Nation Chief and Matawa First Nations Education Spokesperson Chief Arthur Moore spoke to the crowd speaking about what he said should be the number one priority for First Nations and all communities right across Canada.  

Chief Moore states; “This country’s workforce and leaders of tomorrow are  growing up today and it is a national tragedy  that so many of our young people are not getting the education or academic experience they rightfully deserve and need to succeed in a modern and increasingly demanding world.”

Currently Indian and Northern Affairs is in the process of planning and securing Cabinet approval to take back the Post Secondary Student Support Program from the control of First Nations. These recent proposals from the government go against everything that Matawa First Nations and many other communities are trying to promote in education. 
The populations within the Matawa First Nations continue to grow  rapidly with many communities recording a youth population of more than 85%- Yet, there continues to be a lack of our people in post secondary institutions – a trend that Chief Moore states; “Will only continue if the Federal government denies us of our Treaty Rights. These rights give us the ability to govern ourselves in our own ways according to the teachings of our ancestors and the Creator. All of our First Nations have a Treaty and Aboriginal Right to education, and our members, both young and old, are entitled to education programs and services that will enable them to achieve their personal and collective goals through lifelong learning”

The Matawa Post Secondary Program has been in operation since March 1997 and focuses on student success and accountability. It was designed to ensure that individual First Nations have positive input in decision making, effective control and efficient use of funding, with student accountability for their own educational future. The Matawa Post Secondary Program believes that students need a support system in place in order to succeed. A monitoring system has been established that will enable the student, post secondary counsellor and their community to work together in assisting them to graduate within the required time. 
Matawa Education Advisor Murray Waboose says; “Since the inception of the Matawa Post Secondary Program we have seen student successes in number of graduates from the post secondary institutions, in total we have had over 275 graduates. This is a significant investment in our future for our communities”.  
Matawa First Nations rejects any transfer of control or administration over post-secondary education or post secondary student support programs and leadership demands that Indian and Northern Affairs Canada takes immediate action to consult with First Nations and based upon their recommendations, implement strategies to address outstanding issues related to the management and administrative practices of the Post-Secondary Student Support Program.
Amanda Bay- Communications Officer     
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Matawa First Nations    233 S. Court Street    Thunder Bay, ON    P7B 2X9    Tel:  (807) 344-4575    Fax: (807) 344-2977    
Toll Free: 1-800-463-2249
www.matawa.on.ca
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