FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Matawa Chiefs Call for a National Residential School Memorial Day
Thunder Bay ON, September 1st, 2009- As students head back for their first day of school all across Canada this morning, Matawa First Nations continues to honour and acknowledge those impacted during the residential school era.

Following a resolution passed by Matawa Chiefs; today has been recognized by  Matawa First Nations as Residential School Memorial Day.  September marks the time of year when children were forced to leave their homes, taken away from their families, communities, culture, and language, and enrolled into Residential Schools. The schools were run by the churches for the Federal Government in a program designed to assimilate First Nations children. 

Long Lake #58 First Nation Chief Allan Towegeshig says; “It is important to move forward from this terrible experience, but it is also just as important to be their for our survivors and acknowledge our past. There is a need for a National Day to honour those students who endured the pain of residential schools.” 

On June 11th 2008 the Government of Canada formally apologized to Aboriginal Canadians for how they were treated in residential schools, with the Prime Minister referring to the era as a sad chapter in Canadian history. First Nations students were enrolled in the schools between the 1880’s and 1980’s.

Matawa First Nations CEO David Paul Achneepineskum says; “Although we remember those who didn’t make it back home, and honour those who were involved, the residential school era has made our people stronger and more determined to protect and exercise our rights to our lands, resources, and water.” 

All of Matawa’s nine communities will honour residential school students today. While some will bow their heads for a moment of silence, others will host traditional ceremonies. A behavior seminar will be included in the events at Long Lake #58 First Nation, to help any community members affected by Residential Schools. 

Chief Towegeshig says “The affects of Residential Schools have caused untold damage to First Nations people, we must help them move on, and live a happier life.”

Matawa Chiefs passed a resolution back in May calling for the creation of a National Day to honour Residential School students on September 1st.
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