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Citizen of Marten Falls First Nation in Treaty Number Nine Territory
ᑲᐅᓐᒋᑎᐯᓐᑕᑯᓯᒡ ᐅᑯᑭ  ᑕᔑᑫᐎᓂᒃ  ᔭᐦᐃᒃ  ᑭᐦᒋ  ᐊᔕᑕᒪᑫᐎᓂᒃ  ᓂᔭᓄ  ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓐ  ᑎᐯᓐᒋᑫᐎᓂᒃ

David Paul Achneepineskum is the Chief Executive Officer for Matawa First Nations, a Tribal 
Council group of nine First Nations located within the Treaty Number Nine Territory. David Paul 
has been working for his First Nations Peoples since 1971 where he started as Councillor then as 
the Band Manager for his home community of Marten Falls. Since 1975, David Paul has worked 
in various management and executive capacities for organizations such as Constance Lake First 
Nation, Chiefs of Ontario, Rainy River First Nation and Nishnawbe Aski Nation. David Paul has 
spent more than 45 years working for his Peoples.

ᑌᔾᐱᑦ  ᐸᓪ  ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᔥᑲᒻ  ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᒡ  ᑲᓂᑲᓂᓯᒡ  ᓴᑲᑭᐱᐦᐃᑫᐎ  ᐅᑭᒪ  ᔭᐦᐃᒃ  ᒪᑕᐗ  ᑕᔑᑫᐎᓇᓐ, ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ  
ᐱᒧᐎᒋᑫᐎᓐ  ᐊᓄᑭᓇᑲᓐ  ᓂᔭᓇᓐ  ᑕᔑᑫᐎᓇᓐ  ᔭᐦᐃᒃ  ᓂᑫᐦᐃ  ᑭᐦᒋ  ᐊᔕᑕᒪᑫᐎᓇᒃ  ᓂᔭᓄ  ᒪᓯᓇᐎᑲᓐ  
ᑎᐯᓐᒋᑫᐎᓂᒃ.    ᑌᔾᐱᑦ  ᐸᓪ  ᐅᑭᐱᐊᓄᑭᑕᒧᐗᓐ  ᐅᑕᔑᑫᐎᓐ  1971 ᐊᐱᒡ  ᒥᐦᐃᒪ  ᑲᑭᔑᒪᒋᑕᒡ  ᑭᑯᑕᐎᓂᓂ  
ᒥᓇᐗᑕᔥ  ᓴᑲᑭᐱᐦᐃᑫᐎ  ᐅᑭᒪ  ᑭᐱᓇᓄᑭ  ᐅᑕᔑᑫᐎᓂᒃ  ᐅᑯᑭ.    ᒥᐦᐃᒪ  ᐊᐱᒡ  1975, ᑌᔾᐱᑦ  ᐸᓪ  ᒥᔑᓂᐌᒃ  
ᐅᑭᒪᐎ  ᐊᓄᑭᐎᓂᒃ  ᑭᐱᓇᓄᑭ  ᐁᑯᑕᔥ  ᑲᓂᑲᓂᓯᒡ  ᓴᑲᑭᐱᐦᐃᑫᐎᓂᒃ  ᐊᓄᑭᐎᓇᓐ  ᑎᓄᑲᓐ  ᑲᓐᔅᑕᓐᔅ   ᓴᑫᐦᐃᑲᓐ  
ᑕᔑᑫᐎᓇᒃ, ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᒃ  ᔭᐦᐃᓐᒃ  ᐅᓐᑌᕆᔪ, ᑭᒧᐗᓂ  ᓯᐱᓐᒃ  ᑕᔑᑫᐎᓐ  ᐁᑯᑕᔑ  ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ  ᐊᔅᑭ  ᐅᑭᒪᐎᓂᒃ.    
ᑌᔾᐱᑦ  ᐸᓪ  ᐊᔕᔾ  ᓂᐎᒥᑎᓇᔑᓂᔭᓇᓂ  ᐱᐳᓐ  ᐅᑭᐱᐊᓄᑭᑕᒧᐗᓐ  ᑲᑭᓇ  ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᒃ.

David Paul comes from one of the original families of Marten Falls, the “Achneepineskums”. His 
father and his grandfather gathering and hunting territory are within the Gichi Siipii and 
Kenogami River basins where he and his siblings were born and raised on the land. His mother 
was from the Cree Nation who originated from the English River Post known as Mammattawa.  
David Paul attended residential schools during his primary education and went on to graduate 
from Geraldton Composite High School in 1970. 

ᑌᔾᐱᑦ  ᐸᓪ  ᔭᐦᐃᒃ  ᑭᐱᐅᓐᑕᓭ  ᓂᑕᒻ  ᑲᑭᒪᒋᑐᐗᒡ  ᐅᑯᑭ  ᑕᔑᑫᐎᓂᒃ, ᔭᐦᐊᒃ  “ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᔥᑲᒧᒃ”.  ᐅᑕᑕᒪᓐ  
ᐁᑯ  ᐅᑐᑐᒪᓐ  ᑭᔑᒪᐎᑐᔥᑲᐗᒃ  ᐁᑯ  ᑭᔑᓇᓐᐌᓐᒋᑫᐗᒃ  ᒥᐦᐁᒪ  ᐅᑎᐯᓐᒋᑫᐎᓂᒃ  ᓂᑫᐦᐃ  ᑭᒋᓯᐱᓐᒃ  ᐁᑯ  
ᑭᓄᑲᒥ  ᓯᐱ  ᑲᑭᔑ  ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᑲᓀᒡ  ᑕᑯ  ᐅᑕᐌᓂᒪᑲᓇᓐ  ᑲᑭᔑᓂᑕᐎᑭᐗᒡ  ᒥᐦᒪ  ᐊᑕᒋᒥᐗᓐᒃ.    ᐅᒪᒪᒪᓐ  
ᔭᐦᐃᓐᒃ  ᐅᒪᔥᑭᑯᓐ  ᑭᐱᐅᓐᑕᓭᐗᓐ  ᔭᐦᐃᒃ  ᒪᔭᒻ  ᑭᐅᓐᒋ  ᐁᓐᑭᓕᔥ  ᓯᐱᓐᒃ  ᑕᔓᑫᐎᓐ  ᑕᑯ  ᑲᑭᐃᔑᓂᑲᑌᒃ  
ᒪᒪᑕᐗ.    ᑌᔾᐱᑦ  ᐸᓪ  ᑲᐱᐊᐗᔑᔑᒡ  ᑲᑭᔑᒪᓂᐱᓇᑯᓂᐗᒡ  ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐅᒪᑎᐎᑲᒥᑯᒃ  ᑲᐃᔑᐎᓇᑲᓂᑯᐸᓐ  ᒥᐦᐃᒪ  
ᑲᑭᔑᑭᑯᓄᐦᐅᒪᑯᓯᒡ  ᐁᑯᑕᔥ  ᐅᑭᓂᑭᔑᑐᓐ  ᐃᔥᐱ  ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐅᒪᑫᐎᓂᒃ  ᔭᐦᐃᓐᒃ  ᒉᕈᓪᑕᓐ  ᑭᑯᓄᐦᐅᒪᑎᐎᑲᒥᑯᒃ  
1970.  

Looking forward to many more, David Paul has celebrated a warm, loving marriage to his wife 
Margaret for 35 years. They have made Thunder Bay their home and expect to spend their 
retirement years in their home in the woods.



ᑭᔭᐸᒡ  ᒥᔓᓂᐗᒃ  ᐱᐳᓐ  ᐅᐸᑯᓭᓐᑕᓐ  ᒋᐊᓄᑭᒡ, ᑌᔾᐱᑦ  ᐸᓪ  ᐅᑭᒋᓀᓐᑕᓐ, ᐊᔕᔾ  ᑭᓇᐌᔥ  ᐁᑭᐎᑎᑫᒪᒋᓐ  
ᐅᐎᒋᐎᑲᓇᓐ  ᒪᕐᑯᕆᑦ  ᐊᔕᔾ  ᓂᓱᒥᑎᓇ  ᐱᐳᓐ  ᐁᑭᐎᒋᐗᒋᓐ.    ᒥᐦᐅᒪ ᐊᓂᒥᑭ  ᑲᒥᓐᒃ  ᐁᑭᔑᑕᐗᒡ  ᐁᑯᑕᔥ  
ᐊᓂᔥᑾᑕᐗᒡ  ᓇᐱᒥᓐᒃ  ᒋᔑᑕᐗᒡ  ᓂᑲᓂᒃ.

David Paul can be reached at the Matawa First Nations office where he devotes many hours 
working for his people. His dream is that someday his Peoples will be self-sufficient and 
independent like they were more than a hundred years ago.

ᑌᔾᐱᑦ  ᐸᓪ  ᐅᐦᐅᒪ  ᐱᔑᐱᑲᓄᓇᑲᓐ  ᒪᑕᐗ  ᑕᔑᑫᐎᓇᓐ  ᓴᑲᑭᐱᐦᐃᑫᐎᑲᒥᓐᒃ  ᑲᔑᑭᒋᓀᓐᑕᒃ  ᑲᔑᐊᓄᑭᑕᐗᒋᓐ  
ᐃᓂᓂᐗᒃ.    ᒥᐦᐃᐌ  ᑲᔑᐸᑯᓭᓐᑕᒃ  ᓂᑲᓂᒃ  ᑲᑭᓇ  ᐃᓂᓂᐗᒃ  ᒋᑲᔥᑭᑐᐗᒡ  ᒋᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᑎᓱᐗᒡ  ᐁᑯ  ᐁᑲ  
ᒋᐊᐯᓂᒪᐗᒡ ᐊᐎᔭᓐ  ᑎᓄᑲᓐ  ᑭᒋ  ᐌᔥᑾᒡ  ᐅᑕᓇᒃ  ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᒃ  ᑲᑭᐱᒪᑎᓯᐗᒡ.


