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Message

from the

CEO

bobo?" LbPA'ASA PPL PA~CLIA® 2021

Booshoo / Wachiya,

Bron/<dlM4,

Matawa member First Nations have faced 2020 and
now 2021, tumultuous years marked by the COVID-19
global pandemic, remote community evacuations and
many crisis situations. It seems this is a regular and
normal life for our Peoples of the Land. The recent
discovery of 215 unmarked graves that until now were
unreported and unacknowledged, seems to have been
done purposely to hide the murders of these children as young as three years old. Imagine other graves that will
be discovered as First Nations and the whole world demands the government of Canada be held accountable.
These events are criminal acts that were undertaken against our Peoples as a matter of policy by the govern-
ment, the Department of Indian Affairs and the churches. Today, Canada and its representatives of the Crown
continue to discriminate against our Peoples and refuse to admit to the wrongs that have been done. This tells
me that the government has many things they are hiding and are afraid these will come out with increasing
scrutiny. | trust Canada, some day in the near future, will be forced to answer for those wrongs. | believe Canada
is concerned that the truth will shake the economy, bankrupt the country and rightfully so.

LC<d PNVr9Ac* CSl9Aa Tb* 2020 A>0" Vd od' 2021 A>=, VP <o 'ICd* A>o" bt
bPAlIYLE® PI BCPJIA~-19 YV <IP*, PVNL® CSAa* VPLIabo<l* Vd Cd S~ 9da~
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<doJSaV* bS <" <IP*x Tb* bPIPbUP+ 215 I'Y%-<1* Vb VPPArblU® VP o> TS IISn*
Vd Vb VPArbU®, CA*d* VA©Cd* VP b b <" VP oS daM<dbo<' [ S IS n* Cd VI
<Aool V o> bPIbbo'x LINoC* IS ob"Aba P7<' ColTPbU<* doSaV IISn*
VdI¢V <P* Aoco-<* VaCVC <" Pl PPLA® ba C b7 Faa bM< B"BV PI* AfYA*x L-<*
B>V MPA~ VPl LaC* DCIA* VP doDC<lbw'* bPa doJaV Aco<* CA"d" VP
Adol<l PadoAoh bPBJSIO-<1 FAlaL"ABU* PP BPPLAC®, Cd cvo? DPPLAC* Vd
<17 1"Abld*x d" bPJSB®, baC Vd bADbL<Il* Pl >PL 9 P7y<* V-Jo DTl oS aV* Vd
Vb VAUVC® bPJ Pl 1o DCP>x C" VASPACL= PI* BPLA® [S'* Qda* VbI' BPOC JAa "
Vd VdC* <411 MF<doPArbU* B<do DCIA*x bqQUVC* ba C, <ol ob*PSb®, b9 PArbUP+
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| see a light of hope in all this and | believe we, as First Nations Peoples will overcome our fears and face the
future head on. Here is what | see for the future for our Peoples of the Land:

oI<C* CA"d"* Vo N7 Vd VS UVCLe, PaV© <doSaV Aco<® bb"PIl* MbCT*
bS'dC® 9da* Vd obe® Ndo brd"bsx DP'BV bS<d<CL* Qo/% obo® P doSaV*
bSLLACS P'>L <P*

1. The control of our lands will be rightfully returned to us. We will benefit economically and socially
into the future including the control and ownership in our First Nation territories of our minerals
and other resources.

bPB>CAobU* <P bPVIodl'= MNVCTx CA*d" bl o\ <<[FAg* Vd AINPAT®
obo® Cd by MPrAc™ Vd rNVCT bSC4* doSVA CS9A NVIMGAS*® bJTa P
cooyA <IP Vd dCPY <I<"Cba *x

2. Industry partners will want to work with First Nations in all types of development that will be
permitted and consented to by our Peoples.

PrITSA* bADbd4® VANCIPLM <oJ'a VA CS9%Aa ™ Y'A* bPa 9d* LMCAa ™ T
bPin>obU* MOrbU* Vd bP<PNoblU* <loS'a VAo x

3. The economies in our territories will grow, benefitting our Peoples for better employment,
housing, water, community infrastructure and essential services in health, social and education.

A PCNWVA~ P'PL bS'CE* <P CoCAb, N>~ o4 bPa. Ago<PF b¥ Mo4Y
<loPAc*, <Ib"AGA*, oA, CSA <b"AGA* Vd L' ba CVCdP* <loPhAa " o7Ac®,
ALNPA® Vd Pdo'"B>LYAG"x

4. First Nations will have the leadership role of within our homelands and territories on
environmental processes that will protect our lands and water for future generations.

doSaVA CSQAa* Pboboba<d bPa 9d* APDAa* B'BL <JP* bSC4 Vd
bSNIVE94® <IPA ALNPA™ AfYvAa™ B o CLCT* <IP Vd oA M~ [oYy<t B>"bNi*
obo®x

5. Our young Peoples today do not want the status quo of government and industry handouts like
beggars. They are tired of being beggars of their own lands wherein Canada, provinces and
industries get rich and we grow poorer and poorer. As First Nations we can grow and manage our
own economies which will provide meaningful jobs and business opportunities. There will be jobs
for anyone who wants to work and/or start a business.

B>"bM4* od" bPJSB* bAg™ M CVC I bDC " P B>PLA Vd Vb PISTMSAQ ™ MNob™
ba CVC* 9d* M>MTabo<d'x L<d" VA"QC < V>I bQU<' 9da ™ Mabo<d* B'B>L
bS T <P bS NVCIE ba C, <P* Vd PIITAQ Voo 7G<t* Vd Pa V< Vo >Pvb4*
Vd L<I* Vb VPooobl4*x bJSLLAS® <loS'aVA CSYAa, PC b"PIl* rLL4* Vd
<<[PAa*PCNAAa* PAIADS QP P <loP-<* <oJS'aV* Vd << PA* b"PMYAQ *x
Co <r<1' doPAa™ JAY Ad ba CVC* Vd/9L bAPS D" B<<IFAa x
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6. We will achieve higher education for our children through our very own education system taught
in our own languages.

bb"POl= TN'V A“A Pdo'B>LAA= AB-=I" [ o5 <I<IS »® Tb b4 Pdo"B>LYAa
<<LYAa* Pdo'>Lbo<l" bBASPSV 4

7. We will have an excellent health care system using our traditional knowledge of our very own
medicines and healing solutions.
bo<l’/l= Moy L“PPA AIMAM9Aa- Y'A M<<rfO4® <oSaVA PCLIAa-~ Cd
<o J'a VA L"PP Vd PAA <<IMCba.=x

8. We will eliminate suicides and social injustices by developing our adapting our traditional beliefs
and practises.

bb»PIl~ Vb Mo S AaMAD/" BbMN* Vd ALNFAG® bSLIMSYP MBS D4 Cd MCda P

oS aVA AoClAa > Vd DCIAa =«

9. We will have a good standard of housing and anyone that wants a house will be afforded one. But
| also believe that housing must be owned by individuals by putting in their equity and financing,
therefore the ownership concept of First Nations community property must change as communal
living has not provided adequate housing for everyone. There can certainly be social housing still
available for those in need especially for the sick and our elders.

<I<IS 1M a<1d® bASad® <b"AGA= Vd -<AY o CVC* -<b"Abo o bb"PIl = M a.bo"x
wnd" bSUVCL: ¥'A -<b"AQA= MPNVCE <Ay bSVJd' Mabo' MVCE <1b"Ab= Vd
Jab, 'C” NVMA=- od" bASad® <doJaVA CJAa* bSLLAC <oSaV® Vb
od" VlIa<J* bASC< bPa <AYx PY<" Cy<= bAM<bo<d" doJaVA
<b"AQAa = bPa. <AY® ba CVC <" Noob= b<dd/-<1* Vd PM<I°«

10. Finally, | believe our Peoples and Matawa member First Nations as communities can have happy
lives and prosper as we were accustomed to in the past.

vV, VIUVCL* bPa <o J'aV* Vd LCA b NVCI <" <daS'a VA CS9Aa Mo
ALNP-< Vd T o%<* Nob> Vb B>Ca® bPSPACT ALNPAx

The question is... “how do we begin?”

YIA bbAU4xxx “<lo- GPSLPCA?”

Number one, it has already started with Matawa the organization, an actual model of our First Nations
owning and controlling the critical services for our Peoples - like KKETS, the Matawa Health Co-operative,
Matawa Education, and the Four Rivers Environmental Services Group. We are starting this process in new
areas such as in our children’s services Awashishe Wiigiwaywiin and by initiating our own Regional
Economic Development Corporation that can facilitate how our First Nations want to direct, control and
expand our own economy through ownership of mining and resource development, as well as focusing
on key areas of business development as a group and/or through individual entrepreneurship. Other areas
that are beginning to emerge and we will need to work together on are developing our own policing and
justice systems.
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7'A VI, ' PLIY P'PL LC <<TFAG®, 7"A bAI o L'"AbU® B'PL oS V* bNVC <
Vd bPoC 1< 9Ol AMAVAa = QB [ o4 oS aV*® - Nob* 9= KKETS, LCAT o¥A-
LL®-ADGAa =, LG Pdo'BLAA, Vd o> /A" <P ALNPA® AMAVA® <doPaba’x 7'A°
NJSLPCT= B'BV OCHAa~ PP LIMCAa* Nob* 4<ASTA AMAVAa b bASobU®
<I<AS S AMAVA- Vd Cd VP LID4* [V PONWA® LECAQ ™ LLAMA® 9AM<IC CS9%Aa ™
<o PIC* PCNA ATAMAQ -, MPoC*, VA MBSO BPONIYA* NVIM9AQ* Nob* o9 e®
Vd A<IM3A* PJSTMAa, Cd M<dHWC® bJT oY <<T7A* PSR bST S Vd/AL
QIVISd bS<dobCLMx  dCPY> doPA AJAMAa> <o IP"blbo* Vd LI oCVCd™
MFAC oPIN4° MBS O4" colbo® Vd N<da QA AJAM QA =«

But, we as Peoples of the Land, must exercise our inherent rights as the owners of our lands, our resources
and our future. We must believe we are a sovereign Peoples and Nation. We have these rights and must
conduct ourselves as Nations. While | also believe that we still need to work with our Treaty partners on
an equal basis with fair and meaningful partnerships. We must work with the industry and let them know
that if they want to do business in our territories—they must work with us first and not through Ontario
or Canada.

ond, Pa V< <doJa V" BP-L bL4" <IP*, PC bPII ~ MNDCLA4" bPa. 9da™ bPJS [ od4® bPa
ALNPA= B'BL <P* bNVCT, bPa b<IKCT <I<MCba* Vd M o4%" ob*x PC UVCT-
Fb"PD4° bS L"bAr4® Ao SaV* Vd bST o4 x PCYI = VNVl NY4* Vd by MAMB<ACN4®
bSTSo4*x Y'A Cd bSUVCL* P7<* MdobU® Pra SVWAa ™ bADLD4S® LY MDCd4* Vd b7*
FAC oPT T4 PC b9 ACoPLIM™ PIITAa > Vd MACL-<14* P2A~ AAL ofl d4" <<I /A"
Bl bSCa--Aal FoArT d4* FACoPT d4* Vd bAo= Aal PP BPLAG NSBAUY

That is what | believe in and | would like to think this is a shared belief by all of our Peoples of the Land.

MAV VAoCL* Vd bPa LA* LY AoC1MN%."° bPa oS aV* B'B>L bSLLACA® <IP*x

Miiway and may you have a good life and good health.

[V Vd Mo ALOY> Vd T b%%* PNoal o'

Memorials were erected throughout Canada. Here is one with the photo courtesy of Manitoba MP Niki Ashton’s office
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