




Did you know we had a charity for the Matawa First Nations?....

If you didn't, visit us here to check it out or to donate. Meegwetch!
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Offi  ce Relocated in Thunder Bay

TUNE IN EVERY 2ND TUESDAY
FROM 4:00 - 4:30 EST 

(3:00 - 3:30 CST)

www.wawataynews.ca/radio
89.9 FM in Sioux Lookout 

106.7 FM in Timmins 
BellTV Channel 962

UPCOMING SHOWS

Sept 6 and 20
October 4 and 18

November 15 and 19

Aroland Community Garden

Marten Falls First Nation Thunder Bay sat-
ellite office has relocated to a much more 
spacious location in Thunder Bay.  Staff 
can now stretch their legs, and also have 
office space to grow once things get roll-
ing with the Ring of Fire.  Centrally located 
in the South Ward - community members, 

government and other First Nations now have easy access 
to their Thunder Bay office, which will promote healthier 
and more successful work going forward (see pictures 
below).

If you’re passing through Aroland First Na-
tion this summer, check out the beautiful 
new community garden behind the school. 
The greenhouse already has potatoes, 
beans, peas, tomatoes and many other 
vegetables sprouting. Through the hard 

work of Roland Meshake, Romeo Meshake and Roland 
Towedo; the gardens look like they will be bursting with 
fresh food by the fall (see garden pictures at top right).

Marten Falls First Nation satellite office is at:
905 E. Victoria Avenue (side/rear entrance) 

Thunder Bay, Ontario
Phone: (807) 475-5020



Neskantaga First Nati on Meets on Broadband

By Jason Rasevych, PMP, B. Admin., MCInst.M., RPM, TAED/
PAED - Matawa Economic Development Program Manager/
Advisor

On July 12-13 the local Broadband Working Group members 
for Neskantaga (Edward Moonias, Dorothy Sakanee) invited 
Matawa Economic Development to make a presentati on to 
several diff erent audiences and ways which included the 
elders, community members and local radio show.

The elders provided feedback into the broadband fi bre 
project and discussed the advantages and disadvantages of 
having the fi bre opti c cable. They stated that ownership of 
the broadband network and any other infrastructure projects 
like transmission lines coming into the area would be a main 
goal along with making sure the community was aware of any 
environmental impacts. 

Challenges that were identi ft ied  included the lack of services 
on the current system with K-NET satellite as well as energy 
provided by the diesel generators. For transmission line plan-
ning to connect Neskantaga to the provincial grid, the elders 
all agreed that any transmission line should follow a potenti al 
road corridor, if the First Nati on accepts a road. 

Further informati on was requested on renewable energy 
generati on opti ons (wind, water, solar) for the next meeti ng 
scheduled in mid-August. 

Key Questi ons and Concerns

There were very good questi ons asked regarding the project 
regarding constructi on ti melines and economic opportuniti es.  
The responses are summarized below.

Q1. What would happen in a forest fi re or other natural disas-
ter to the fi bre opti c cable?

The broadband working group is researching the threat of 
a forest fi re on the fi bre opti c cable. The cable maker is in 
Germany and has stated there is no such thing as a fi reproof 
fi bre opti c cable on the market. Most insurance policies do 
not cover natural disasters therefore it would be something 
that the owner/operator would have to fi x. As most of the 
area for the proposed route is following winter road corridors 
or through water or muskeg there is a less chance of a fi re 
ruining the cable. and resource offi  ce that have knowledge of 
fi sh spawning areas so we can avoid them.

Q2. Where is the line going to be buried?

*Showing map surrounding Neskantaga* - The fi bre opti c 
cable will be buried underneath the ground. This is how it 
was done to connect 21 First Nati ons in the NAN Bell Aliant 
project.

Page 1 of peti ti on containing 78 signatures
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Q3. Are there any 
impacts to fish?

We have asked 
Four Rivers to 
look into any 
environmental 
impacts and our 
plan is to avoid 
cultural, sensitive, 
traditional values 
and sites. We are 
working with the 
local land use 
planning commit-
tee and others in 

the land and resource office that have knowledge of fish 
spawning areas so we can avoid them.

Q4. Is there any casing with the fibre optic cable or any-
thing poisonous?

The supplier has provided us with information that shows 
there is no release of any chemicals or anything in the 
ground from burying the cable. It is specially made in 
Germany for use in cold areas and tough terrains in Russia. 
Other areas that used cable like this includes Northwest 
Territories, Fort McMurray in Alberta, and the 21 other re-
mote First Nations connected in Ontario’s NAN Bell Aliant 
project.

Q5.  What type of environmental assessment will be used?

A class EA with the federal government was used in the 
previous project and therefore would be used in this proj-
ect. If our First Nations own the infrastructure (fibre-optic) 
network, there is more opportunity to make sure the EA 
and construction is done right that meets or exceeds our 
peoples standards.

Q6. Will the First Nation be able to turn the community in-
ternet off at times of need, for example community crisis?

If the First Nation owns the infrastructure then they can 
create a policy to turn the community internet off or on, 
depending on certain circumstances. This will need to be 
discussed with the community as you will have paying sub-
scribers that may inquire on why their service is shut off or 
ask for a credit for those dates.

Q7. When are we getting cellular service?

K-NET is working with the First Nation to establish a cell 
tower by mid-late August to provide 3G cellular service in 

the community. One of the main challenges this will create 
is how it will impact the current satellite internet as we are 
on low-speed, poor satellite systems. The Matawa Chiefs 
have asked Bob Rae, the Regional Framework Lead Nego-
tiator, to look into this issue with the province.

Q8. What will happen if someone hacks my computer?

It is recommended that each user get the appropriate 
computer program to secure their computer from hack-
ers. Anyone can try to hack a computer it can even hap-
pen right now on satellite internet, its up to each house or 
organization to make sure they are protected.

Q9. Will there be any training opportunities?

Yes, the next phase has the working group creating a pro-
posal to get our people trained for the line cutting, cable 
splicing and installation of modems. We are trying to take 
advantage as of much of the project as possible. There will 
also be jobs in operating the network with field techni-
cians.

Q10.  How much will this cost?

Internet and telephone will cost between $75-90 per 
month for both services. 

Q11.  Will the internet be as fast as Thunder Bay?

Yes, the service will be just as fast as the high-speed ser-
vices that you can get in Thunder Bay. Faster speeds will 
allow community members to use video and watch movies 
or communicate better. It will allow organizaitons to trans-
fer larger files (schools, health centres, band offices.)

Q12. Will the community equipment be upgraded?

Yes, the working 
group is propos-
ing a fibre to the 
home, which will 
bring the cable to 
each house. This 
will bring faster 
speeds and would 
set a precendet as 
the only First Na-
tions to have this 
type of set up.
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Q13. Can I keep my old phone?

Yes, you can keep your old phone or service if you like to, 
or you can transfer your phone number over if you want to 
pay a lower rate.

Q14. What do the communities get for owning?

With owning you have more oversight in the construc-
tion to make sure its done right. You have a way to con-
trol where the cable goes, and to train and hire our own 
people to do the work. We would also benefit from fund-
ing that the telco would make if it was profitable.

Q15. What can be done about bullying online?

Cyber-bullying can be prevented with education and its up 
to our people to teach the young ones what to do and not 
to do online. There are ways that parents can minimize 
this issue or monitor it and block certain sites.

Q16.  When are we going to get broadband?

The next steps for the project are to find a partner to 
help us operate the network, then if we order the cable in 
September we can start the line cutting this winter. If we 
follow this plan we can see our First Nations be connected 
in the spring/summer of 2017.

Q17.  Why is it taking long?

The province of Ontario needs the federal government to 
match their funds. Right now our project involves over 800 
kilometers of cable and will require around$60 million to 
build. We need both levels of government to commit to 
the project in order to get going.

Q18.  What can we do to help?

You can help by attending the information sessions and 
asking questions like we are doing here. We need to sup-
port the community’s decision making protocol. We need 
to make sure we are all on the same page and know what 
the project is about. Another way you can help is signing 
the petition to show support.



AGM HIGHLIGHTS

On July 26 - 28, Chiefs and Elder/Women/Youth delegati ons 
from the 9 Matawa First Nati ons came together in Eabam-
etoong First Nati on. They met to make decisions on corpo-
rate business and held a Board of Directors (BOD) meeti ng 
which included an electi on of Offi  cers on July 26. They also 
held a Chiefs Council meeti ng on July 27 - 28. Highlights 
included:

• Darius Ferris (Constance Lake) re-elected BOD Presi-
dent, Frank Onabigon (Long Lake #58) re-elected Vice 
President and Charlie Okees (Eabametoong) newly 
elected BOD Secretary/Treasurer

• Presentati on by and discussion with Hon. Michael 
Gravelle, Ontario Mininstry of Northern Development 
and Mines

• Acknowledgement and Award Ceremonies for Eabam-
etoong Youth Gordon Slipperjack's 'Spiritual Journey 
for the Innocent Walk' in March 2016 and Fort Hope 
Junior Canadian Rangers Top Patrol in Ontario Award 
(received in June 2016)

• Award Ceremony for Louis Waswa Memorial Youth 
Ambassador Awards

Annual Report available online at: www.matawa.on.ca 
under 'Download Reports. Meegwetch to everyone in           
Eabametoong for their gracious hospitality! 
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Prepared for the 28th Annual General Meeting
July 26 - 28, 2016

Hosted by Eabametoong First Nation

Annual Report       
2015 / 2016
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Report available to dowload at: www.matawa.on.ca 

Or, call us to ask for a copy!



Recipients receiving the 2016 Louis Waswa       
Memorial Award who were recognized as 

Youth Ambassadors were: 

Steve Achneepineskum, Marten Falls First Nation 
Abigail Mattinas, Constance Lake First Nation

Pictured at the top right is Mary Waswa (late Louis' 
wife) and Parker Waswa (late Louis' grandson) pre-
senting  to Marten Falls Chief Bruce Achneepines-
kum (accepting for Steve) and Rebecca Mattinas 

(accepting for Abigail). Congratulations!
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She was a reporter, manager and technical producer with 
the CBC in Thunder Bay and Vancouver for a long time, so 
those research and reporting skills will help with under-
standing of the negotiations process. Holly has experience 
rolling out big projects in remote areas as well; has solid 
knowledge and research skills in science and health (BA, 
BSc, MPH); is a published writer and member of Mensa 
Canada. She looks forward to being part of a process that 
will affect her children and grandchildren.

Osaawi Migizi has golden-brown feathers that shimmer on the back of its head, neck and upper 
wings. This gleaming raptor’s wingspan is an average of 2 meters! They like to nest in the large 
piles of sticks and twigs up in tall trees or on the tops of cliffs. Rabbits, foxex or other mammals 
roaming the open areas below will be snatched up by the eagle for dinner. These birds are fac-
ing a shortage of habitat and food sources because human development is increasingly occupy-
ing the land which they live. 

Living with Us… Manoomin (Northern Wild Rice)

Did You Know… Manoomin was a very important staple food for First Nati ons people across North America.  
They are very sensiti ve to disturbance by development (for example if water levels are increased by water 
control dams, or if there is a lot of boat traffi  c), since they can be easily uprooted when they are young.  If your 
community has a water body that no longer grows manoomin and you would like to work on a restorati on proj-
ect, please give Four Rivers a call.  Also, watch for the Four Rivers team in your community, delivering ‘Youth on 
the Land’ programming surrounding traditi onal foods (including manoomin) and other topics of interest to your 
community!  www.fourriversmatawa.ca

Manoomin is an annual plant (meaning it grows from seed every year) with thick, spongy, 
hallow stems.  It looks a lot like a grass plant growing in the water (with fl at, long, smooth 
and sharply pointed leaves), with clusters of pink and yellow fl owers at the ti ps.  The 
seeds turn black when ripe, and are about 1 to 2 cm long.  When the rice is ready to har-
vest, the hulls open up easily, dropping the seeds into the water (or your boat!).  Manoo-
min can be roasted or boiled and eaten as a healthy dish, as our people have done since 
ti me immemorial.  Look for wild rice growing in the slow-moving waters around your com-
munity this summer!

Matawa First Nations   |   233 S. Court Street   |   Thunder Bay, ON  P7B 2X9   |   Tel:  807.344.4575   |   Fax: 807.344.2977   |   Toll Free: 1.800.463.2249
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Matawa First Nati ons Management Welcomes New Staff  

Regional Framework Department
Finance Officer, Brook Mainville

I am Brook Mainville and am happy to be 
working as the Finance Officer for the Re-
gional Framework Department at Matawa.  
I am family man with 2 beautiful children 
(Miigwan and Tristan) and am happily mar-
ried to Chantelle Johnson.  I am originally 
from Couchiching First Nation and Mani-

tou Rapids First Nation.  Professionally, I have 15 years 
finance and program coordination experience with various 
aboriginal organizations within Nishnawbe Aski Nation.  I 
look forward to working with the First Nations in Matawa, 
helping to develop and strengthen the administrative skills 
in the communities.

Health and Social Meno Biimadeswin
Regional Crisis Intervention Coordinator, Tricia Atlookan
Hello, my name is Tricia Atlookan. I have joined Matawa as 

the new Regional Crisis Intervention Coor-
dinator. I am both honoured and excited 
for this opportunity; it is a privilege for 
me to work with First Nation communi-
ties near and dear to my heart.  I was born 

and raised in Eabametoong First Nation, a community I am 
proud to call home. I’ve lived in Thunder Bay for the last 21 
years; I am the proud mother of two sons (not in photo). 
By profession I am a Registered Early Childhood Educator, 
Most recent employment was with NAN as the Early Years 
Coordinator, which has given me the skills necessary to 
serve and support Matawa Communities. 

Regional Framework Department
Information Support Officer, Holly Pyhtila
 Holly has been with Matawa for the last 

couple years doing notes for the Chiefs’ 
Council and Framework meetings, so a lot 
of people have seen her face around. She 
has now been hired full time by the RF 
department to help with information flow, 
reporting and communications. 


