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e FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

; vOF EMERGENCY UPDATE #1

DECLARATION OF §

A State of Emergency is h
Oskineegish and the C

Essential and necessary medlcal resources such as health care prof ‘suonals (doctors and nurses),
medlcalsupplres testlngﬂklt

vtems rely on power to operate, wuthout power these systems fail, exposmg
homes’in the comm inity to potentlal sewage back. ups and no water hyglene and c :amng

F ;_quent powe tages in the temporary mﬁrmary will | prevent medical personnel from provrdmg :
necessary car 1o patients as any diagnostic or monitoring equipment will become unrehable along»wr
Io ) heat hghtmg, water and sanitization services. E

Food security concerns grow exponentially as the perishable food reserves are at risk of spoilage every
time the power goes off.

The communication systems in Nibinamik First Nation are inadequate to meet the growing complexity of
communication needs resulting from the COVID-19 Global Pandemic. The internet service is through
satellite, experiencing frequent outages, it is too slow to be a reliable means to receive global, provincial
and federal information, advisories and updates pertinent to the pandemic response as well as to
communicate with community members who are under social distancing directives. To compound this,




the service provider has indicated that they are not accepting new customers, leaving some community
members completely without service. Cellular service is spotty, with multiple “dead” spots, making
dropped calls a normal occurrence. The frequent power outages tax the back up generators, leaving the
community at high risk for cell phone outages every time the power goes out.

As Chief and Council of Nibinamik First Nation, we are committed to the safety of all our members and
are exercising our authority to take necessary steps to keep our community members safe and healthy.

This includes, but is not limited to:

1. We direct all available personnel : al d resources to th"‘f health well -being and security of
Nibinamik First Nation .- -

2. All community members quI practace mcrease hyglene cleanmg and socual distancing measures
as directed . o :

rescinded by subsequept order.




