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NIBINAMIK FIRST NATION DECLARE STATE OF EMERGENCY 
DUE TO FAILING DIESEL GENERATING SYSTEM AMID COVID-19 

GLOBAL PANDEMIC 
 

Summer Beaver, ON: Responding to a failing diesel generating system in the midst of the 
COVID-19 global pandemic—Ninamik First Nation Chief Sheldon Oskineegish and Council 
have declared a State of Emergency (SOE) effective at 5:00 p.m. EST on May 13, 2020.  
 
In a letter dated May 13, 2020, the community outlines how the situation has impacted on 
their ability to respond to the COVID-19 global pandemic.   
 
The letter says “federal and provincial governments must come together to provide funding 
and emergency management supports in the coming weeks and months in order to position 
Nibinamik First Nation to respond to the COVID-19 Global Pandemic. The approval 
processes to access supports to upgrade the diesel generator station, stabilizing power supply 
must be prioritized and streamlined.”  
 
A Band Council Resolution was also passed and forwarded to both levels of government.  
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For more information, please contact Carol Audet, Communications Manager – Matawa 
First Nations at (807) 632-9663 or by email at caudet@matawa.on.ca  
 

 
 

http://www.matawa.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Declaration-of-SOE-Update-1-May-13-2020.pdf
http://www.matawa.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/BCR-192134-May-13-2020.pdf
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