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MEDIA RELEASE 

Treaty 9 First Nations bring legal action to stop degradation of the boreal forest in their traditional 
territories  

(October 4, 2022 Toronto, ON) This legal action is being advanced by three Ontario Treaty 9 First Nations 
(Chapleau Cree First Nation, Missanabie Cree First Nation, and Brunswick House First Nation). Treaty 9 
stretches across 2/3 of the Province of Ontario. The action aims to force Ontario to make meaningful 
changes now, before harms are irreversible to the detriment of the boreal forest, all Treaty 9 First 
Nations, and all Ontarians. The Supreme Court of Canada has made clear that the Crown must act 
honourably when implementing its Treaties with First Nations. The Honour of the Crown is not upheld 
when First Nations’ concerns about environmental protection and forest management and the safety of 
the foods and waters on their territories are not addressed.  

The plaintiff First Nations want Ontario to finally understand that its approach to managing the forests 
and the environment, including the widespread spraying of glyphosate herbicide, Ontario is failing to 
uphold the promises it made under Treaty 9 to protect the First Nations’ way of life and livelihoods in 
their traditional territories. 

Ontario’s approach is focused on wood production and the interests of the forest industry, rather than 
on the health and sustainability of the forest eco-system for current and future generations. It cannot be 
allowed to continue. The boreal forest in the First Nations’ traditional territories have for over a century 
been subjected to extensive industrial and forestry activities, authorized by Ontario without the full 
participation of First Nations. The result has been rampant landscape fragmentation, degradation, and 
contamination of traditional territories over time. The health of the ecosystem in the First Nations’ 
traditional territories depends on the forest being understood and protected as an interconnected 
whole. Until this happens, the boreal forest will continue to suffer and grow ever more silent. The pace 
of degradation has been increasing, resulting in decreasing forest cover and lower forest resilience. 
These are known contributors to climate change. 

Rather than heeding the First Nations’ concerns, Ontario has instead made recent and extensive 
changes to its environmental and forest management legislation and regulations to reduce protections 
for the eco-system on which all forest life and the First Nations’ rights depend, such as a blanket 
exemption for forest management planning in Ontario from environmental assessment and reduced 
protections for species at risk. The changes threaten to allow for more rapid degradation of the boreal 
forest.  The time to act is now, both to protect the forest by finding more sustainable approaches, and to 
advance reconciliation with Treaty Nations.   
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For additional information or to schedule interviews, please contact: 
Cynthia Westaway, Counsel for the First Nations, Westaway Law Group (613-406-4753); David Flood, 
General Manager, Wahkohtowin Development GP Inc. (705-622-9581); Chief Keith (Keeter) Corston, 
Chapleau Cree First Nation (705-577-0007); Chief Jason Gauthier, Missanabie Cree Nation (705-975-
2954); Chief Renae Vanbuskirk, Brunswick House First Nation (705-206-8541); Grand Chief Alison 
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Linklater, Mushkegowuk Council (via 705-658-4222); Grand Chief Derek Fox (Nishnawbe Aski Nation) 
(via Media Inquiries, 807-625-4965) 

About the three plaintiff First Nations: Chapleau Cree First Nation, Missanabie Cree First Nation, and 
Brunswick House First Nation are beneficiaries of Treaty 9 (the “First Nations”). Treaty 9 covers 
approximately 2/3 of Ontario. The First Nations, and their Cree and Anishinaabe ancestors, have used 
and occupied the lands in Treaty 9 territory since time immemorial. By the written and oral terms of the 
Treaty, they were promised that they would be able to carry on their way of life and means of earning 
livelihoods as they always had, including by hunting, trapping, fishing and gathering. Their way of life 
and livelihoods depended on fluid movement over the landscape, and a healthy eco-system. Yet over 
time the landscape has been fragmented and the health of the boreal forest eco-system degraded to the 
detriment of the First Nations and all Ontarians. The legal action was official launched in the courts on 
September 30, 2022, the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, in recognition of the importance of 
making the real change needed to achieve true reconciliation. 


