
 
 

 

 
RESOLUTION #17-22-01-2025 
           
MATAWA CHIEFS’ COUNCIL REJECTION OF THE TRANSPORTATION OF DANGEROUS GOODS AND 

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES THROUGH THE MATAWA TERRITORIES AND HOMELANDS 
(NUCLEAR WASTE) 

 
WHEREAS, the Matawa member First Nations are the Indigenous Rights Holders in the Matawa homelands 
and territories; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Matawa Chiefs Council have been monitoring current practice for the transportation of 
dangerous goods and hazardous substances by rail and transport through the Matawa territories and 
homelands, including the transport of nuclear waste to the anticipated Ignace/Wabigoon Lake First Nation 
Deep Geological Repository (DGR) for Canada's Used Nuclear Fuel Project currently under a project 
assessment (Reference #887741) being conducted by the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Nuclear Waste Management Organization (NWMO) Preliminary Transportation Plan 
(December 20212) states that there are 8 interim storage facilities in southern Ontario that will be requiring 
the transport of an estimated 5,500,000 used nuclear fuel bundles to the Ignace site; and 
 
WHEREAS, there will be new increased production of used nuclear fuel under the Province of Ontario’s $1 
billion investment in the development of small modular reactors (SMRs)3 that may be located in remote or 
rural industrial or mining sites across Ontario and requiring transport to the Ignace DGR site; and 
 
WHEREAS, the IAAC project assessment does not include in its scope the transportation plan required for 
the new NWMO Ignace/Wabigoon Lake First Nation DGR facility, and the new increased used nuclear fuel 
from potentially remote or rural SMR sites; and 
 
WHEREAS, the potential highway and rail routes for possible transportation of the used nuclear waste fuel 
bundles passes directly through or near-adjacent to Matawa member First Nations. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Matawa Chiefs Council reject the Nuclear Waste Management 
Organization (NWMO) Ignace/Wabigoon Lake First Nation Deep Geological Repository (DGR) project as 
the required transportation of dangerous goods and hazardous substances through the Matawa 
territories and homelands poses a significant danger to our First Nation communities, members and 
environment in the case of a disaster; and 

 
1 https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/88774  
2 https://www.nwmo.ca/-/media/Reports-MASTER/Corporate-reports/2021-Preliminary-transportation-plan.ashx  
3 https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1006638/ontario-investing-1-billion-to-build-small-modular-reactors-at-darlington  

https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/88774
https://www.nwmo.ca/-/media/Reports-MASTER/Corporate-reports/2021-Preliminary-transportation-plan.ashx
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1006638/ontario-investing-1-billion-to-build-small-modular-reactors-at-darlington


 
 

 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Matawa Chiefs Council call upon the Impact Assessment Agency of 
Canada (IAAC) to redesign its project assessment (Reference #88774) to include a First Nation approved 
transportation plan and address the increased SMR used nuclear fuel bundles now anticipated - to truly 
align, incorporate and assess Ontario’s evolving nuclear energy plan, and;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Matawa Chiefs Council require better IAAC Crown consultation 
transparency, engagement, information and planning resources to ensure that the Indigenous Rights 
and Interests of our First Nations are part of the decision-making and approval of this project including 
free, prior and informed consent, and;  
 
FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED that the Matawa Chiefs Council reject the Impact Assessment Agency of 
Canada process at this time, and that the Matawa Chiefs Council support the resolutions adopted by the 
Assembly of First Nations (Resolution 52/2023), Chiefs of Ontario (Resolution 25/33S) and Nishnawbe 
Aski Nation (Resolution 22/13) and call for First Nations across Ontario and Canada must be broadly 
informed of the significant and legitimate safety concerns that the Matawa member First Nations are 
raising. 
 
MOVED BY:   Chief Sonny Gagnon, Aroland First Nation  
SECONDED BY:  Chief Solomon Atlookan, Eabametoong First Nation 
 
OPPOSITION(S):   None  
ABSTENTION(S): None  
 
CARRIED:   Quorum (6)   
 
 
 
 

___________________________________________ 
Chief Executive Officer 
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SUBJECT:     RESOLUTION AGAINST NUCLEAR WASTE TRANSPORTATION AND 
BURIAL

MOVER:        Proxy Kyle Maclaurin, Fort William First Nation 

SECONDER:  Proxy Mel Hardy, Namaygoosisagagun First Nation

DECISION:   CARRIED

WHEREAS: 

1. Chiefs of Ontario supports all First Nations in Ontario as they assert their sovereignty, 
jurisdiction, and their chosen expression of nationhood, as articulated in the Chiefs 
of Ontario “We are the Land” Declaration (2010);

2. In 2024 the Nuclear Waste Management Organization (NWMO) selected the Revell 
site between Ignace and Dryden in northwestern Ontario as the site for a deep 
geological repository to store all of Canada’s nuclear fuel waste;

3. In their Reconciliation Policy the NWMO commits to “seeking the free, prior, and 
informed consent of impacted Indigenous peoples before proceeding with 
development of a deep geological repository” but are proceeding without having 
sought or received the co
proposed repository;

4. First Nations in Ontario have repeatedly expressed their opposition to the 
transportation and burial of nuclear waste in their territories and on their watersheds, 
including: 

a) A 2024 resolution from Grand Council Treaty 3 which declared “a Deep 
Geological Repository for the storage of nuclear waste will not be developed 
at any point in the Treaty #3 Territory” (Resolution CA-24-14);

b) A 2022 resolution by Nishnawbe Aski Nation opposing NWMO’s proposed 
transportation and burial of nuclear waste in northern Ontario (Resolution 
22/13);

c) A 2021 resolution by the Chiefs of Ontario calling for a halt to new nuclear 
reactor construction, a phase out of nuclear waste generating nuclear power 
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plants, and the containment and management of the radioactive wastes in 
their current location rather than transporting and burying these wastes; 

d) A 2017 Joint Declaration between the Anishinabek Nation and the Iroquois 
Caucus that opposed the transportation and abandonment of radioactive 
wastes which was supported by the Chiefs of Ontario; and 

e) Numerous Band Council Resolutions and public statements from individual 
First Nations located downstream of the proposed repository site or along 
potential transportation corridors. 

5. Neither the NWMO nor the Crown have sought or received the consent of First 
Nations along the transportation route for the shipment of radioactive waste through 
their territory; 

6. In their 2021 Deep Geological Repository Transportation System Conceptual Design 
Report Crystalline / Sedimentary Rock, the NWMO estimated 2-3 shipments per day 

-level nuclear waste by truck from the 
5 nuclear reactor stations and the Chalk River nuclear laboratory;

7. The average distance between the current location of the waste and the proposed 
Revell site is 1,700 km and the transportation route will put the territories of First 
Nations in Ontario at serious risk; 

8. The transportation risks include:  
a) low level emissions of radiation from each transportation shipment under 

“normal” conditions;  
b) higher levels of exposure to radiation from the transportation packages when 

bystanders, passengers in other vehicles or workers are in proximity to the 

congestion, or stoppages due to road construction, road accidents, or road 
 

c) 
accident 

9. A federal Impact Assessment Process and a licensing process under the Canadian 
Nuclear Safety Commission is expected to commence in 2026, through which the 
NWMO will be seeking approval of their project; 

10. Since 2005, the NWMO has described transportation as being part of their nuclear 
waste project, including in:  

a) the NWMO’s 2005  Choosing a Way Forward report, which set out their 
recommendations to the federal government for long-term management of 
nuclear fuel waste, as per the Nuclear Fuel Waste Act; and 
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b) numerous reports, statements and publications issued by the NWMO 
between 2005 and 2025. 

11. Despite the NWMO’s consistent position that transportation is part of the nuclear 
waste project, in August 2025, the NWMO went on record during a public webinar, 
announcing their intention to exclude transportation from the upcoming impact 
assessment process; 

12. NWMO’s exclusion of transportation from the impact assessment process 
contradicts its own position which it has held and publicly shared for the past 20 
years; 

13. Transportation is a key concern for the Chiefs of Ontario and for First Nations and 
communities along the transportation route; and 

14. The project could not be carried out at the NWMO’s selected location without 
transporting the wastes an average of 1,700 kilometres from the reactor stations to 
the selected location.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we, the Chiefs in Assembly:  

1.  Are opposed to the transportation and burial of radioactive wastes in First Nations 
territory without free, prior, and informed consent of all of the impacted First Nations, 
including the transportation of high-level nuclear fuel waste in Ontario. 
 

2.  Call upon the responsible federal Ministries to meet with the Nations that are 
 and remain opposed. 

 
3. Call upon the federal Crown and its agents, including the IAAC, to ensure that First 

Nations along potential transportation routes are adequately resourced and 
supported to participate in all stages of the Impact Assessment and licensing 

membership, technical experts, and the Crown and its agencies.  
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Certified Copy of a Resolution dated November 19, 2025

___________________________________________________

Abram Benedict, Ontario Regional Chief 








