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TEMPLATE 1 – TETHERED DOGS in Framework Agreement First Nation Land Management
To create a healthy community, all kin including dogs, cats and pets need care and attention for Peoples to thrive and be safe.

Warranty Disclaimer and Limitation of Liability:

The provisions set out in this Animal Care and Management Law template (“the template”) are intended to be relied upon by First Nation Communities in drafting and revising relevant animal care and control Laws. The template is intended to be relied upon as a precedent only; it is of no legal effect. The Matawa First Nations Management (MFNM) reviewed, and revised the original templates from other relevant Laws to update and address current challenges.  Matawa grants permission to First Nation communities to utilize, adopt, and edit the template when drafting related Laws or other documents, subject to one condition: a fulsome and One Health approach is utilized.  Given that animal welfare is one of the critical objectives of the Law provisions set out in this template, MFNM does not agree to the utilization of this template in any manner, should the basic care provisions set out under Part VIII be substantively altered in any way or removed.  

The MFNM recognizes that an edited version of template may become Law, once passed by a First Nation, and published in the First Nations Gazette. The MFNM expressly disclaims all warranties, representations and conditions, whether express, implied, or statutory, arising from the existence of, and the granting of permission to First Nations to access and utilize this template. Under no circumstances will the MFNM be liable for any loss or damage of any kind, including but not limited to damage or loss incurred by any person or entity (or their heirs or assigns), or to property, arising out of or in connection to a person’s or a First Nation’s access to, use of, or reliance upon this template, whether caused by the negligence of the MFNM or otherwise.

NOTE: Applicable to First Nations with signed Framework Agreement on First Nation Lands Management





Preamble - The Creation Story 
In the beginning, the Sun and Moon fell in love; they sent their emotions and feelings towards each other and where those feelings met was where Mother Earth was created. 
In the beginning, the world was covered with water and through time and evolution some beings took different shape and form: 
· Some became the winged; 
· Some became the four-legged fur bearing; 
· Some became the plant people and root people; 
· Some became the ones that swim in the rivers and oceans; 
· And some became the humans. 
Early in time, we, the humans, were the weakest, and we needed the most help to survive. All our relations felt sorry for us; they took pity on us. An agreement was made where they agreed to give themselves to us, for:
· Food, 
· Shelter
· Clothing
· Utensils, and
· Medicine. 
The only thing they asked for in return was to:
· Be respected; 
· Be remembered;
· Only take what we need; 
· Share with those that are less fortunate; and 
· To not gather or harvest at certain times and places to allow them to reproduce. 
Before we gather, harvest or hunt, we say a prayer of forgiveness and a prayer of thanks to “All Our Relations” for taking their life to feed our family, we commit to use everything, and we will share with those that are less fortunate. 
In honouring this sacred agreement, we are the Stewards of the Land, Environment, the Winged, the Four-legged, the Plants, and the Ones that Swim in the rivers and oceans. All My Relations.



PART I - PRINCIPLES
WHEREAS 
A. We as (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) people inherited rights and responsibilities to inhabit and steward our sacred lands from our ancestors who have instilled deeply rooted values about respect for all living things;

B. We, (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME), function as a whole in accordance with our traditional laws;

C. We have inherent right to self-government which emanates from our people, culture and lands, and which is recognized and affirmed by section 35 of the Constitution Act 1982;

D. We have taken back our unextinguished right to control and manage (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Lands and resources pursuant to the Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management and have enacted the (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Land Code, verified on _______________ (the Land Code);

E. Pursuant to the Land Code, our Chief and Council is authorized to pass various laws relating to lands, including laws relating to animal care, protection and management; and

F. (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) has the authority and obligation to provide for the safety and well-being of our community; including the safety, well-being and treatment of animals on (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Lands,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Animal Care, Protection and Management (the “Law” is hereby enacted as a Law of (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME).







PART II – NAME
2.0. 1 	Name
This Law will be known as the “Animal Care, Protection and Management Law”
or within this document, the “Law”.

PART III – PURPOSE AND APPLICATION 
3.01	Purpose

The purpose of this Law is to provide for the safety, well-being and management of the Animals, and the protection of all Peoples of (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME)

3.02	Application

The provisions of this Law apply to all (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Lands, as defined in the Land Code.

3.03	Authority

a. The Chief and Council are responsible for implementing this Law and will have all powers necessary to give effect to this Law, including but not limited to appointments of responsibilities to Band Office staff or outside agencies.
b. The Animal Care Officer (ACO) is responsible for enforcing and supporting the Law.
c. The License Issuer is required to process License applications, collect funds from the fees and penalties from the Law.  They are also responsible for maintaining the registry and sending out notices.
d. The Council appoints the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) to provide investigation and enforcement of Dog Owner’s Liability Act and the Provincial Animal Welfare Services Act and other applicable legislation under their powers.  OPP will maintain ongoing communication with (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Chief and Council on situations that are investigated and/or charged and restrictions/conditions from beginning to end.
e. The Council appoints the Provincial Animal Welfare Services (PAWS) to provide investigation and enforcement of the Provincial Animal Welfare Services Act and maintain ongoing communication with (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Chief and Council on situations that are investigated and/or charged and restrictions/conditions from beginning to end.
f. The Council appoints APS to provide investigation and enforcement of Dog Owner’s Liability Act and the Provincial Animal Welfare Services Act and other applicable legislation.  APS will maintain ongoing communication with (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Chief and Council on situations that are investigated and/or charged and restrictions/conditions from beginning to end.
g. Appeals Committee has the authority to hear appeals from Owners regarding charges, orders, and/or fines.  The committee’s decision is final.

3.04	Non-derogation 

No provisions of this Law, or any communications, negotiation or engagements carried out pursuant to it, does, or may be deemed to, prejudice, limit, abrogate or derogate from any of (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Indigenous Title, Rights or interests.

PART IV – DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION

4.01 	Definitions

In this Law, the following definitions apply; unless the context does not permit, these 	words have the following meanings:

“Abandoned” means any Animal that is:
a. left for more than 24 hours without adequate food, water or shelter;
b. left at an Animal Care Facility beyond the relevant retrieval time set out in this Law, or in the case of an Animal that is seized pursuant to causing serious injury or death, left beyond the hold period;
c. found on Premises which have been vacated by the Occupant; or
d. often called “the forgotten one”.

“Aggressive Animal” means an animal that meets any one or more of the following conditions:
a. an animal that has, with or without provocation, attacked, bitten or caused injury to a Person or has demonstrated a propensity, tendency or disposition to do so;
b. an animal that, while running at large, has bitten, killed or caused injury to a domestic animal;
c. an animal that, while running at large, has aggressively pursued or harassed a Person, a vehicle, or a domestic animal;
d. an animal owned or harbored primarily, or in part, for the purpose of fighting or an animal trained for fighting;
e. a dangerous animal; and
f. an animal that has been found to be dangerous or aggressive by the Animal Control Officer or;
g. designate under this Law, or by another local government or by a court;

“Allocated Lands” means:
a. “Certificate of Possession” means an interest in (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Land approved, created, granted or issued pursuant to the Indian Act, and existing of the date that the Land Code comes into force, or pursuant to this Land Code, approved, created, designated or issued; and
b. “Use and Occupancy” means a member has the right to use and occupy (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Land for residential purposes but does not include title to that (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Land;

“At large” means a Dog which is off the Owner’s property and is not restrained by a leash and under control, or which is otherwise not under the immediate, effective and continuous control of the Owner; and is engaging in nuisance behaviour, or has been declared a dangerous dog;

“Altered Animal” means an animal that has been spayed or neutered;

“Animal” means any animal, including a bird, reptile, and amphibian;

“Animal Care Facility” means the Animal Care Facility designated by (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) which may include a facility or organization located off the (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Reserve, for the impounding, assessment and/or re-homing of Animals as set out in this Law;

“Animal Care Officer” (hereinafter, “ACO”) means the individual appointed by Council by way of a Band Council Resolution for the purposes of carrying out the terms of this Law and supporting pet families with education and prevention.  ACO will also support Emergency Pet Preparedness and Evacuation Response duties;

“Appeal Committee” means a three (3) member committee appointed by Council to hear appeals under this Law;

“Animal Health” means good condition and freedom from illness and injury. Veterinary examination, vaccination, sterilization, and deworming are examples of animal healthcare. Animal health is a component of animal welfare and wellness;

“Behavioral Assessment” means an assessment or evaluation of the behavior of a specific Dog or Cat performed by an Expert in Dog or Cat behavior;

“Communicable Disease” means any disease or illness that may be transferred between Animals, or from an Animal to a human, through direct or indirect contact;

“Controlled Confinement” means that a Dog is isolated and contained within a secure enclosure or securely tethered in a manner that will not allow the Dog to bite or harm any Person or Animal;

“Council” means the Council of (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME), comprised of the Chief and Councilors, duly elected from time to time in accordance with the (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Customary Election Code;

“Dangerous Animal” means a Dog or Cat which has been determined by Council, the Appeals Committee or the Animal Care Officer to be a Dangerous Animal according to this Law.  It means any Animal that:
a. According to the records or credible witnesses or evidence of (INSERT LEGAL NAME OF FIRST NATION) has killed or seriously injured any Person or Domestic Animal;
b. An Animal Control Officer, Chief and Council or the Appeal Committee has reasonable grounds to believe is likely to kill or seriously injure a Person or Domestic Animal’
c. While on (INSERT LEGAL NAME OF FIRST NATION) lands, or allocated lands, other than property occupied by the Person responsible for the animal, has killed seriously injured a Domestic Animal or Person.

“Dog” means any domesticated canine, and includes a Dangerous, Aggressive or Restricted Animal;

“Domestic Animal” means a household pet or any animal normally kept for domestic purposes, including, but not limited to dogs, cats, rabbits, ferrets, or exotic pets;

“Expert in Dog Behaviour” means an individual who is both experienced and certified in assessing dog behaviour, or who is experienced in assessing dog behaviour and can produce references from a registered animal welfare organization in lieu of certification, and who is appointed by (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME);

“Humanely Euthanized” means the process to end an Animal’s life in a respectful and pain-free manor.  Ideally, this is done by a veterinarian.  If this process is not done by a veterinarian, training will be provided. Care must be taken to include traditional customs when applicable .

“Intact Dog” means any dog that is not spayed or neutered;

“ In distress” is defined similarly as in the Provincial Animal Protection Act, and for greater clarification, means that an Animal is deprived of basic care, including adequate food, water, shelter, ventilation, space, required veterinary care, and reasonable protection from injurious heat or cold; or, is injured, sick, in pain or suffering; or, abused or subjected to undue hardship, deprivation or neglect.

"Kennel” means premises where Animals are kept, trained, cared for, boarded and/or bred for profit, and in accordance with applicable laws;

“Law” means this Animal Care, Protection and Management Law;

“Leash” means a lead, rope, tether, or a device of like material that is utilized for the purpose of restraining or controlling a dog;

“License” means a License issued pursuant to this Law;

“License Issuer” means the person who Chief and Council has appointed to support the Animal Control Officer with the administration of the license program and collection of fees and fines.

“License Tag” means an identification tag issued by (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) showing the license number for a specific dog;

“Livestock” means cattle and other animals of the bovine species, horses, donkeys, mules, emus, llamas, ostrich, swine, sheep or goats;

“Muzzle” means a humane, commercially available, fastening or covering device that is designed for bite prevention which, when placed over the mouth and nose of a Dog, has adequate strength to effect that purpose while still allowing the muzzled Dog to pant, drink and engage in otherwise normal dog behavior while wearing the device;

“Nuisance Animal” means an animal that is owned or unowned running at large, is not in continuous charge of a competent Person, is creating a disturbance, or is foraging through garbage containers; that includes any dog;
a. that has been impounded 3 times within the previous 24 months;
b. for which the owner of the dog has been found liable for 3 or more tickets issued by an Animal Control Officer within the previous 24 months; or
c. for which the total number of impounds and tickets for which they have been found liable, totals 3 within the previous 24 months;

“Off Leash Area” means an area designated by the Animal Care Officers where the presence of a Dog is permitted without the need for the Dog to be restrained by a Leash;

“Owner” means a person who is identified as a Dog’s owner through a License or permanent
identification, and for greater certainty, also includes a person residing within or attending at the (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME), who; 
a. has the care, charge, custody, possession or control of the Animal, either temporarily or permanently;
b. is in actual or apparent possession or control of premises where the Animal apparently resides;
c. claims or asserts any legitimate proprietary interest in the Animal;
d. allows the Animal to remain on his/her property; or
e. reclaims or receives a Dog from the custody of any Animal Care Facility designated as such by (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME);

“Owners Property” means any premises which are leased or otherwise occupied by an Animal Owner or person;

“Peace Officer” means a Peace Officer who is delegated any of the powers assigned to an ACO under this by-law, or who assists an ACO in fulfilling their enforcement duties hereunder;

“Permanent Identification” means either identification in the form of an ear tattoo which is
permanently marked on the underside of an Animal’s ear, or a microchip;

"Person” means any individual, firm, partnership, association, corporation, trustee, executor,
administrator or legal entity or representative;

“Pet Evacuation Preparedness Plans and Response” means pets who are licensed and registered under this Law will be woven into the community emergency evacuation plans and ultimately become part of the response should an evacuation take place. 

“Premises” means any parcel or lot of land or a portion thereof and includes any improvements situated thereon;

“Poultry” means any fowl including, but not limited to, a chicken, turkey, duck, goose, swan, pigeon, dove, or peafowl;

“Responsible Person” or “Person Responsible” means, in relation to any animal, a Person who:
a. is the Owner of such animal; or
b. is keeping, harboring, or sheltering such animal;

“Restricted dog” means a dog that is not allowed to live, or visit on the lands. Dogs to be determined by the Animal Control Officer as defined as a purebred or mixed.   A dog that has an appearance and physical characteristics that are substantially similar to those of dog breeds that includes:
a. a pit bull terrier,
b. a Staffordshire bull terrier,
c. an American Staffordshire terrier,
d. an American pit bull terrier,
e. “power breeds” such as Cane Corso, Dogo Argentino, Rottweilers, Dobermans, Mastiffs, Belgian Malinois or other dogs used for military or policing work. or mixed, or similar to, visually or otherwise.  
The Animal Control Officer will determine the breed composition of the dog to identify the restricted dog.  Dogs who lived in the community prior to the Law coming into effect will not be considered for seizure, the owner can keep the dog with the written permission from the Animal Control Officer.

“Running At Large” means an Animal which is off the Owner’s property and is not restrained by a leash and under control, or which is otherwise not under the immediate, effective and continuous control of the Owner;

“Seize” includes impound and detain;

“Secure Enclosure” means a building, pen or fenced area which is secured and constructed in such a manner that it will not allow an enclosed Dog to jump, climb, dig out of, or otherwise escape from it, nor allow unauthorized individuals to enter the area, unless the unauthorized individual forces his/her way inside the enclosure, and which conforms with the following minimum requirements:
a. the Secure Enclosure shall have secure sides;
b. if the Secure Enclosure has no bottom secured to the sides, the sides of the enclosure must be embedded into the ground to a minimum depth of approximately one (1) foot or 0.3 meters;
c. the Secure Enclosure must provide the Dog with adequate shelter from the elements including heat, cold, sun, rain/snow and wind;
d. the Secure Enclosure must provide shelter and ventilation;
e. the Secure Enclosure must be located at least one (1) metre away from the property line of the Owner’s Property and at least five (5) metres away from a dwelling unit located on any Premises that are adjacent to the Owner’s Property; and
f. the size of the Secure Enclosure shall be determined by the number of dogs, and in the case of one (1) Dog, must be at minimum, 15 feet by 17 feet (approximately 4.6 meters x 5.18 meters); in the case of two (2) Dogs, 15 feet by 19 feet (approximately 4.6 meters x 5.8 meters); and in the case of three (3) Dogs, 15 feet by 21 feet (approximately 4.6 meters x 6.4 meters);

“Serious Injury” means an injury to a domestic animal or human resulting from a dog or cat bite or attack which results in one or more broken bones, or disfiguring lacerations, or any injury requiring sutures or cosmetic surgery, or any injury determined to be severe by a physician or veterinarian;

“Service Dog” means a Dog having special training and certification by an official service dog agency which is kept and utilized by any mentally or physically disabled individual for the purpose of compensating for or ameliorating the effects of that individual’s disability;

“Single Coated Dog” means a Dog that does not have what is known as a double coat i.e. a coat consisting of an undercoat or insulating layer, which typically has a woolly texture, covered by a longer topcoat of guard hairs, and is thereby relatively vulnerable to suffering frostbite or hypothermia if left outdoors in sub-zero or winter conditions, and includes, but is not restricted to, ‘Bully Breeds’, i.e. Staffordshire terriers, Pit Bulls, and crosses of those breeds;

“Spayed” or “Neutered” means the surgical removal of the reproductive organs of an Animal by a Veterinarian while the Animal is under anesthetic;

“Stray” means an Animal has no identifiable owner;

“Tether” means a rope, cable or similar restraining device of a prescribed length that prevents an Animal from moving away from a localized area, and the words “ tethered”, and “tethering”
, shall refer to the use of the device;

“Threatening Behavior” means, that a Dog, without provocation:
a. aggressively barks, growls, snaps at, lunges at, chases, attacks, or bites another domestic animal, bicycle, motor vehicle or other vehicle, or
b. aggressively barks, growls, snaps at, lunges at, chases, attacks, or bites a person, excepting circumstances where a person is trespassing on the owner’s property or near the Owner’s residence;
keeping in mind that a dog may be considered provoked in circumstances where the dog is in its usual environment and a person fails to acknowledge the dog’s clear warning signs, including body language, that the dog is feeling threatened or defensive and is likely to bite.

“Under Control” means that the Dog is under the effective control of the Owner, where effectiveness is indicated by factors including the Dog’s responding promptly to voice, sound or sign commands;

“Veterinarian” means a person licensed as a veterinary professional by the College of Veterinarians of Ontario;

“Wildlife”  all non-domesticated plants, animals, and other organisms living in their natural environment, from mammals and birds to insects and plants;

“Without Provocation” means the absence of teasing, tormenting, abusing or assaulting actions upon the Dog or its Owner;

“(INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME)" means the collective of those individuals who recognize each other as members of a community traditionally connected to (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Lands, and which is also a First Nation within the meaning of the Framework Agreement;
“(INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Community Lands” means any (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) reserve in which all Members have a common interest, and which is not subject to a CP or Use and Occupancy;
“(INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Lands” means (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) reserve lands as described in the Land Code;

General Interpretation
a. (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) our traditional laws, apply to the interpretation of this Law.
b. Unless otherwise expressly provided, the structures, organizations, bodies, principles and procedures established or used in this Law will be guided, interpreted and carried out in accordance with the culture, traditions and customs of (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME)
c. The headings of parts and sections of this Law have been inserted as a matter of convenience and for reference only, and in no way define or limit any of its provisions.
d. A word in the singular form may be read in the plural form if the context allows it, and a work in the plural form may be read in the singular form if the context allows it. All genders are included in any gender expressed.
e. The words “include”, “includes” and “including” are to be read as if they are followed by the phrase “without limitation”.
f. Any reference to a statute means that statute and regulations made under it, all as amended or replaced from time to time.

4.03 	Schedules

The following Schedules form part of and are integral to this Law:
a. Schedule “A” – License Fees
b. Schedule “B” – Impound and Boarding Fees
c. Schedule “C” – Miscellaneous Fees
d. Schedule “D” – Prohibited Exotic Species


PART V – LICENSING 

5.01	Licensing Requirements

Every Domestic Animal Owner shall obtain and maintain a License in respect of their 	Animal over four (4) months of age as provided for in this Law.

5.02	Dog Tag

An Owner of a Dog shall ensure that the Dog wears the License Tag always issued for the 	Dog and shall ensure that the Dog does not wear a License Tag issued in respect of 	another Dog.

5.03	Dangerous Dog Tag 	

An Owner of a Dangerous Dog shall obtain a Dangerous Dog License on the first day on 	which the ACO’s office is open for business after the day on which the Dog has been 	declared a Dangerous Dog, and shall maintain the Dangerous Dog License for the period 	during which the Dog has been declared to be a Dangerous Dog.

5.04	Animal Care Facility
 	
Part  5 does not apply to a Person that keeps Dogs in the course of operating an 		Animal Care Facility.

5.05 	Animal Registry

The ACO or License Issuer shall record every License issued under this Section in a 	central registry, to be established and maintained by the Band Office.  This registry shall 	be used for this Law and in the event of emergency evacuation, medical clinics, and 	can be 	confidentially shared with enforcement agencies and wellness partners.

5.06	License Application

Before the issuance or renewal of a License pursuant to Part 5, the Owner must submit 	a signed licensing application form to the License Issuer or the ACO which 		contains the following information:
a. a description of the Animal, including breed, colour, name, gender, age, tattoo and microchip or tattoo number and a picture;
b. evidence establishing that the dog or cat is spayed or neutered;
c. evidence establishing that the dog or cat is microchipped;
d. evidence establishing that the dog or cat is up to date on vaccines;
e. evidence establishing that the dog or cat has had internal/external parasite prevention within the last year;
f. the name, address, and telephone number of the Owner;
g. the number of other animals owned by the Owner;
h. and, if the Owner of the Dog is a corporation, the name, address and telephone number of the individual responsible for the Animal; and any other information that the ACO may require;
i. along with the applicable License fee, as established by this Law

No Person shall give false information when applying for a License under this Law. If 	caught doing so a fine will be imposed.

5.07 	Age Limit

An applicant must be at least eighteen (18) years of age.

5.08	License Change of Information

The Owner is responsible to immediately notify the License Issuer or ACO of any change 	in the information provided in a License Application under this Law, including but not 	limited to, the death or change of ownership of the Animal.  Failure to do so will result 	in a fine set out in Schedule C.

5.09	License Issue or Renewal

The License Issuer and ACO shall not issue or renew a License pursuant to this Part 	unless satisfied that:
a. all applicable fees have been paid; and
b. all required information has been provided.
c. If a Person has abandoned an animal, or been responsible for the impoundment of an animal, or has been charged under the Dangerous Dog Liability Act or the Provincial Animal Welfare Services Act, the Council have issued a BCR restricting ownership, the ACO, may refuse to grant or renew a license to such Person until such time as the deemed acceptable by the Council.

Upon the issuance of a License, the ACO shall issue a License Tag for the Dog to the 	Owner.

Upon losing a License Tag, an Owner of a Dog shall advise the ACO, and the ACO shall 	issue a replacement License Tag to the Owner upon receipt of the applicable fee as set 	out in Schedule “A”

5.10	Non-transferable

A License issued under this Law shall not be transferable from one Domestic Animal to 	another, or from one Owner to another, unless the transfer is approved in writing by the 	ACO.

5.11	License Expiry and Term 

Every license and corresponding license tag issued under this Law will expire yearly on the 31st day of March.  To review a license or license tag, the Owner must submit an application to the License Issuer or the ACO by March 31st of that year.

Unless otherwise specified in this Law, the term of a License shall be valid until the Owner ceases to own the Domestic Animal for which the license was issued.

5.12	Terms and conditions

The License Issuer and the ACO may, on application by the Owner of a Domestic Animal, 	issue or renew a License in respect of that Animal and may impose such terms and 	conditions on such License as the ACO deems appropriate to uphold the Law.


5.13	Licensing Fees 

a. The License fees for Domestic Animals is set out in Schedule “A” 
b. No Person shall be entitled to a reduced License fee under this Law. 
c. Council may, by way of a resolution in writing, change the Licensing fees from time to time, and the amended fee(s) will apply to new licenses, or renewals of existing licenses.

PART VI – ANIMAL CONTROL 

6.01	At Large

The Owner of a Domestic Animal shall ensure that the Animal is not At Large.

6.02	Found at Large

If a Domestic Animal is found to be At Large, the Owner of the Domestic Animal will be 	deemed to have failed or refused to comply with the requirement of Part VI unless 	he/she provides evidence which satisfies the ACO that the owner had taken 		reasonable precautions to either:
a. secure the Domestic Animal in a manner intended to prevent it from escaping the Owner’s Property, Motor Vehicle, Secure Enclosure or other form of confinement; or
b. intended to provide that the Domestic Animal remain under the direct, effective, and continuous control of the owner or another individual known to the owner, at all times while the Domestic Animal was off the Owner’s Property.

The Owner of a Dog may apply to the Council to request that (INSERT FIRST NATION 	LEGAL NAME) provide and/or install or assist with the installation of fencing on the 	Owner’s Property so as to facilitate compliance.

6.03	Causing Animal to be at Large

No Person shall cause a Domestic Animal to be at Large in (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL 	NAME) by:
a. untying, loosening or otherwise freeing a Dog which has been tethered or otherwise restrained in accordance with the relevant provisions of this by-law; or
b. opening the door or window of a motor vehicle or building, or opening any closing mechanism or barrier which forms part of a fenced area, or Secure Enclosure, in which a Domestic Animal has been confined.

6.04	Excessive Barking

The Owner or any other Person having care of control of a Dog shall ensure it does not 	bark, howl or otherwise behave in a manner that is reasonably likely to annoy or disturb 	the peace of other individuals.

In determining whether barking, howling or like behavior is reasonably likely to disturb 	the peace of others, consideration may be given, but is not limited to, the following 	factors:
a. the location of Premises where the Dog resides;
b. the duration of the barking, howling or like behavior;
c. the time of day and the day of the week when the barking, howling or like behavior occurs;
d. the reason for the barking (protecting property from threats, humans, wildlife or otherwise);
e. the nature of barking due to constraint tethering or confinement;
f. the expression of mental or physical distress;
g. the nature and use of the surrounding area; and
h. any effect of the barking, howling or like behavior.

6.05	Defecation 

a. The Owner of a Domestic Animal shall forthwith remove any feces left by their Domestic 	Animal on any public property, and on any private property other than the owner’s.
b. The Owner or any other Person having care or control of a Domestic Animal shall ensure that any Animal feces on their own Property does not accumulate to such an extent that it is reasonably likely to impede the ability of other community members to enjoy their outside activities, or poses a health risk to other individuals or the Animals.

6.06	Dog Off Owner’s Property

The Owner of a Dog shall, at all times when the Dog is off the Owner’s Property, ensure 	that the Dog is:
a. under control; and
b. except when in an Off Leash Area , restrained by a leash not exceeding approximately two meters in length.

6.07	Off Leash Area 

When a Dog is within an Off Leash Area, the Dog need not be restrained on a Leash, 	provided that the Dog is Under Control at all times; the owner, shall, however, carry a 	Leash for their Dog not exceed approximately two meters in length, to be used to bring 	the Dog under control, if necessary.

6.08	Property Damage and Threatening Behaviour 

The Owner of a Dog shall ensure that the Dog does not:
a. damage any private or public property;
b. upset, or scatter the contents of a waste receptacle;
c. exhibit Threatening Behavior.

A Dog Owner whose Dog exhibits Threatening Behavior, as contemplated by this Law, is 	guilty of an offense.

Section 6.08 does not apply to a Dog exhibiting Threatening Behavior:
a. when the dog is not physically able to reach the target of the Threatening Behavior because the Dog is securely tethered, confined within a building, Motor Vehicle or Secure Enclosure.

6.09	Female dogs in season 

The Owner of a female Dog shall keep their Dog indoors or in a secure enclosure while 	the Dog is in season or ‘heat”.

6.10	Areas where dogs are not allowed 

The ACO may post signs indicating any areas or Premises owned, leased or controlled by 	(INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) where Dogs are not permitted.

6.11	Subject to Section 6.10, no Person shall have a Dog in any area which has a posted sign 	stating that Dogs are not permitted in that area.

This section does not apply to the Owner of a Service Dog who is using the Service Dog 	for assistance.

PART VII – REGULATION OF AGGRESSIVE AND DANGEROUS ANIMALS

7.01 	Dangerous Animal Provision

All provisions of this Law apply to Dangerous Animal; in the event of a conflict between 	a provision in this Part and any other provision in this Law, however, the provision in 	this Part shall prevail.

7.02	Dangerous Animal Definition

Dangerous Animal means a Dog or Cat which has been determined by Council, the 	Appeals Committee or the Animal Care Officer to be a Dangerous Animal according to 	this Law.  It means any Animal that:
a. According to the records or credible witnesses or evidence of (INSERT LEGAL NAME OF FIRST NATION) has killed or seriously injured any Person or Domestic Animal;
b. An Animal Control Officer, Chief and Council or the Appeal Committee has reasonable grounds to believe is likely to kill or seriously injure a Person or Domestic Animal’
c. While on (INSERT LEGAL NAME OF FIRST NATION) lands, or allocated lands, other than property occupied by the Person responsible for the animal, has killed or seriously injured a Domestic Animal or Person.
d. Animals that have killed or seriously injured any Person or Domestic Animal prior to this Law being enacted, still can be classified as a Dangerous Animal.

7.03	If an ACO identifies a Dog or Cat as a Dangerous Animal the ACO:
a. shall provide the Owner with Written Notice that the Animal has been identified as a Dangerous Animal, along with the specific basis upon which that determination has been made; and, 
b. may require that the Owner submit the Dog to a Behavior Assessment at the expense of the Owner; and, may require that the Owner enter into a written agreement with (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) to keep the Animal in a manner that responds to the results of the Behavior Assessment; and,
c. may direct the Owner to keep the Animal in accordance with such conditions as the  ACO deems appropriate to secure the health and safety of (INSERT FIRST LEGAL NAME) residents; and, shall inform the Owner that if the Dangerous Animal is not kept in accordance with this section and the other requirements of this Law, the Owner shall be subject to further Law enforcement action.
d. If the risk is too high to keep the Animal in the community under the care and control of the current owner, the ACO along with permission from the Chief and Council shall seize the Dangerous Animal and rehome it or have it humanely euthanized.

7.04	Appeal Process

Within ten (10) days of receipt of a written notice issued pursuant to Section 7.03, the 	Owner may file a written notice of appeal of the ACO’s decision to Council, setting out 	the reasons for the appeal. Upon receipt of a written notice of appeal pursuant to 	Section 7.03 council shall, within seven (7) days, either:
(a) appoint the Appeal Committee and forward a copy of the notice of appeal to 	the Appeal Committee; or, alternatively,
(b) refer the dispute to (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME FOR MEDIATION) 	and forward a copy of the notice to the Mediator.

The Appeal Committee shall hear the appeal, or alternatively, the Mediator shall mediate the dispute, within ten (10) days of the receipt of notice, or referral, under Section	7.02 respectively.

After reviewing the appeal, and hearing evidence from witnesses, including the Owner, 	the ACO, and anyone else having relevant information, the Appeal Committee or, 		alternatively, the Mediator,
a.  may either confirm, vary, substitute or cancel ACO’s decision; and,
b. shall issue their decision, in writing, both to Council and the Owner, within seven (7) days of the hearing, or the mediation, being closed.

7.05	Impoundment 

Notwithstanding any provision in this Law, where:
a. animal has inflicted a Serious Injury upon another domestic animal or a person;
b. an Animal has caused the death of a domestic animal or person; 
c. or the ACO believes, on reasonable grounds, that an Animal should be submitted to a Behavioral Assessment; 
d. the ACO may seize the Animal and impound the Dog or Cat in an Animal Control Facility where the Animal will undergo a Behavioural Assessment paid by the Owner;  
e. the ACO has the authority to rehome, transfer to a shelter or rescue, or have the Animal humanely euthanized.

7.06	Behavioural Assessment

Based on the results of the Behavioral Assessment referred to in Section 7.03, the ACO 	may either:
a. upon being satisfied that the release of the Animal will not pose a risk to the health and safety of (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) residents, release the Animal to its Owner, take steps to rehabilitate and/or rehome the Animal; 
b. or, order that the Animal be humanely euthanized;
c. keeping in mind that the ACO must provide the Owner with not less than ten (10) days written notice of their recommendation that the Dog be euthanized.

7.07 	Where a Dog or Cat has been captured and impounded under this part, the ACO shall
a. make a decision about whether or not to pursue an order in accordance with Section 7.02 within ten (10) days of the animal being captured and impounded and shall notify the Animal Control Facility and the Owner of the decision in writing; and,
b. shall ensure that the Dog is impounded in a manner that complies with the Basic Care provisions under PART VIII.

7.08	Decision to pursue an order

An ACO’s decision to pursue an order in accordance to the Law may not be appealed.

7.09	Notice Served

Notice given shall be deemed to have been served upon the Owner of an Animal upon proof of personal service of the notice, which includes handing the notice to the owner, or obtaining the Animal Owner’s signature, or electronic delivery.

7.10	Order to be kept in a Proper Way 	

Nothing contained within this Law shall prevent (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) from issuing an order requiring that a dog be kept in a “proper way”, or that the dog be destroyed, pursuant to the Dangerous Dogs Act.

7.11	Dangerous Dog - Unidentifiable 

If a Dangerous Dog is captured or impounded and an Owner in respect of the Dog cannot be identified, the ACO may pursue an order under Section 7.02 upon providing notice to council.  If a Dangerous Dog’s owner cannot be identified in 3 days, the ACO may order humane euthanasia. 

7.12	Dangerous Dog Identification

Within ten (10) days of a Dog being identified as a Dangerous Dog, the ACO may, in addition to the dangerous Dog Tag, require that the dog:
a. receive a microchip if the dog does not already have one; and/or
b. if intact, be spayed or neutered by a veterinarian.

7.13	Dangerous dog on owner’s property

A Dangerous Dog shall, at all times when the Dog is on the Owner’s Property, be:
a. indoors; or
b. in a Secure Enclosure.


7.14	Dangerous Dog Owner’s Requirements

Within ten (10) days of a Dog being declared a Dangerous Dog by the ACO, the Owner of the Dog is required to:
a. display a clear and visible sign stating: “ BEWARE OF DOG”, to the satisfaction of the ACO, at each entrance to the Owner’s Property and to the Secure Enclosure.

7.15	Dangerous Dog Off Owner’s Property

The Owner of a Dangerous dog shall, at all times when the Dog is off the Owner’s Property, ensure that the Dog is:
a. under control with a responsible person over 18 years old;
b. wearing a tag identifying the Dog as a Dangerous Dog,
c. wearing a Muzzle; and,
d. held on a Leash not exceeding approximately one meter in length.

7.16	Dangerous Dog Not Permitted 

Dangerous Dogs are not allowed in off Leash areas, school yards, parks, or at public events.

7.17	Dangerous Dog Running At Large

a. The Owner of a Dangerous Dog shall notify the ACO and/or a Peace Officer immediately if the Dog is At Large and shall take all reasonable steps to locate the Dog and bring the Dog under Control.
b. If a Dangerous Dog is located off of the Owner’s Property and poses an immediate threat to the health and safety of a person or a domestic animal, the ACO or an ACO designate, including a peace officer, may order humane euthanasia. 

7.18	Offence

The Owner of a Dangerous Dog is guilty of an offence if, whether on or off the Owner’s Property, the Dangerous Dog exhibits Threatening Behavior. Threatening Behaviour does not include a Dangerous Dog exhibiting Threatening Behavior when the Dog is physically unable to reach the target of the Behaviour because the Dog is safely confined within a Building, Motor Vehicle, or Secure Enclosure.

7.19	Reclassification of a Dangerous Dog 

An Owner may apply to the ACO for a revocation of a Dangerous Dog designation made under this By-law if the Owner of the Dangerous Dog has not contravened any provisions of, or been convicted of, any offences under this Law for a continuous period of not less than three (3) years.

ACO shall issue a written decision, including the reasons for the decision, within thirty (30) days of receipt of an application.

Within fourteen (14) days of receipt of ACOs decision, the Owner may file a written 	notice of appeal of the ACO’s decision to Council setting out the reasons for the appeal.

Upon receipt of a written notice of appeal, council shall, within seven (7) days, either:
a. appoint an Appeal Committee and forward a copy of the notice of appeal to the Appeal Committee or, alternatively,
b. refer the dispute to (INSERT NAME OF TRADITIONAL JUSTICE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROGRAM) and forward a copy of the notice to the Mediator.

The Appeal Committee shall hear the appeal, or alternatively, the Mediator shall 		mediate the dispute, within thirty (30) days of the receipt of the notice, or the referral, 	respectively.

After reviewing the appeal, and having heard evidence from witnesses including the 	Owner, the ACO, and anyone else having relevant information, the Appeal Committee 	or, alternatively, the Mediator,
a. may confirm, vary, substitute or cancel the ACO’s decision; and,
b. the Appeal Committee or, alternatively, the Mediator, shall issue their decision, in writing, to Council
c. and the Owner, within fourteen (14) days of the hearing, or the mediation, being closed; and,
d. until such time as the Appeal Committee or, alternatively, the Mediator, hears and makes a decision on the appeal, the Dog must be treated and kept in accordance with the Dangerous Dog provisions under this Law.

Where the Appeal Committee dismisses the appeal, the Owner shall not make another 	application to have the Dangerous Dog designation revoked until the expiration of one 	(1) year (365 days) from the date of Appeal Committee’s or Mediator’s decision.


PART VIII – HERD HEALTH, POPULATION MANAGEMENT AND ANIMAL CARE

First Nation communities consider the health of individual animals and that of the herd as a whole.  Protection, and good care will support Animal health and the health of community members. Traditional teaching and One Health through a two-eyed seeing approach will support a healthy community for all.

8.01	Dieases

An Owner must not keep an animal suffering from an infectious or contagious disease within the lands of (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) unless the animal is:
a. Kept securely confined within a building or Enclosure; and
b. Under veterinarian care for that disease. 

8.02      Confining Dogs with Communicable or Zoonotic Disease

A Dog owner (or person who keeps or cares for a dog) who knows or suspects that a 	Dog has a communicable disease, whether or not the dog bites a Person or domestic 	animal, must:
a. promptly report the Dog to the ACO, who must report the Dog to a Registered Veterinarian for diagnosis and treatment;
b. keep the Dog in Controlled Confinement in a manner that will prevent further spread of disease and in a manner prescribed under relevant law during the period such Person knows or suspects that the Dog has the Communicable Disease, and;
c. follow the direction of the Registered Veterinarian and any government officials who have authority to issue any related orders or directions, including a direction to have the dog humanely euthanized;
d. keeping in mind that the owner may be required to pay for any related veterinary and impound expenses, at the discretion of the ACO.

Upon receipt of a report referred to in Part VIII the ACO shall immediately notify regional health authorities of the report.

8.03	Population Control

a. Each Owner of a dog or cat must ensure that such Animal is spayed or neutered within 	four (4) to six (6) months of age.  
b. Unless the Owner is intentionally breeding to produce kittens or puppies.  In which case must receive written permission from the ACO and purchase a breeder's license.
c. If an breeding does occur, moneys will not be exchanged for puppies or kittens.

8.04	General Care

A Person must not keep any dog or cat within (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) 	unless 	the Animal is provided with:
a. sufficient space for the Animal’s well-being;
b. clean, potable drinking water and sufficient food;
c. sanitary food and water receptacles;
d. enrichment activities to stimulate wellbeing;
e. the opportunity for periodic exercise sufficient to maintain the animal’s good physical and mental health;
f. outside enclosures provide clean bedding material such as straw, not blankets, and an area maintained at a temperature warm and dry enough to prevent the animal from suffering discomfort;
g. if the animal has an enclosure, it must have sufficient ventilation;
h. tethering area or enclosure cleaned daily of fecal material and other biological hazards;
i. up-to-date vaccines, microchip, internal and external parasite control and
j. the necessary veterinary care when the animal exhibits signs of injury, pain, suffering or disease,
k. for dogs with single/short haired coats must be primary kept indoors and sheltered from the cold, heat, and bugs;

8.04 	Tethering

It is permissible for an Owner to have a Tethered Dog only if the following conditions are 	 met:
a. A tethered dog must have unrestricted movement within the range of the Tether used to restrain the Dog;
b. Tether must be a minimum of 15 feet long;
c. not be able to injure itself as a result of the Tethering;
d. when Tethered on the owner’s property, be Tethered in a manner that ensures that the Dog cannot go beyond the limits of the owner’s property;
e. not be Tethered continuously; 
f. must be properly exercised daily away from tether for a minimum of 75 consecutive minutes;
g. be Tethered in a manner that is consistent with and observes the Basic Care Requirements set out in this Law; and
h. must be supervised; and
i. a Person must not keep an animal hitched, tied or fastened to a fixed object where a choke collar or choke chain or prong collar forms part of the securing apparatus or where a rope or cord is tied directly around the animal’s neck.

Ideally the use of a trolly line/zipline will be implemented for a more humane approach to Tethering. A trolley line or zipline may be used as a form of exercise but may not be the sole means of confinement.

8.05 	Shelter

A Person must not keep any animal outside for extended periods of time unless the	animal is provided with shelter capable of protecting the animal from heat, cold, 		puddles, precipitation and the direct rays of the sun and rain/snow.

8.06	General Prohibitions for Housing

Unless otherwise authorized by applicable zoning laws or other laws, regulations or 	permits, a Person keeping two or more dogs on a property must not cause or permit:
a. more than one dog to be kept in a cage or pen unless the cage or pen is of sufficient size and height to permit each animal kept therein to move freely and easily;
b. dogs that are deemed Aggressive or Dangerous Animals are not to be kept with any other animals, including other dogs;
c. animals under the age of four (4) months to be kept with any adult animals than their parents; and
d. animals under treatment for a communicable or infectious disease or suspected of having a communicable or infectious disease to be kept with any other animals.

8.07	Indoor and Outdoor Areas

Every Owner must include, for each individual dog, both an indoor and outdoor exercise 	area as follows:

The indoor area must comply with the following requirements:
a. the indoor area must be of sufficient size for the well-being of all the humans and animals therein;
b. the building must be constructed and positioned to maintain an indoor temperature between 10 and 25 degrees Celsius;
c. every cage or pen within the indoor area must be of sufficient size and height to permit each dog to turn about freely, stand, sit, and lie in a normal position;
d. the building must allow natural light and ventilation to be introduced into the interior of the indoor kennel area by windows, skylights or a combination thereof; and
e. the area must be cleaned and sanitized of animal excrement at least once daily; and

Exercise area must comply with the following requirements:
a. Be large enough to allow each dog being kept to break into a trot;
b. Fully enclosed by a sturdy fence with a minimum height of 1.8 meters, which is capable of keeping any of the dogs from escaping; or
c. A trolley line or zipline of at least 4 meters may be used as a form of exercise but may not be the sole means of confinement as outlined in Section 8.04;
d. Be a public area on which Animals are permitted and which is accessible to the animal and its Responsible Person on a regular and daily basis.

8.08	Tease, Torment, Provoke or Punishment of an Animal

No Person, including minors, shall tease, torment or intentionally provoke an Animal.

No Person, including minors, shall punish or discipline an Animal in a manner that is cruel, unnecessary, or that is likely to cause the Animal negative physical or psychological consequences.

Fines or chargeable offences see Schedule C may be pursued by the ACO or by collaborative enforcement agencies.

PART IX POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK

9.01 	Keeping of Poultry and Livestock

Except as outlined in this section, the keeping of animals other than as household Pets 	is prohibited within (INSERT LEGAL FIRST NATION NAME) Lands. The keeping of animals, 	when permitted, must comply with the following restrictions:
a. on parcels of less than 400 m2 in area, keeping of Livestock, small Livestock or farmed fur bearing animals will not be permitted;
b. on parcels greater than 400 m2 and less than 1,500m2 in area, keeping of animals must be limited to five (5) small Livestock and Poultry. Roosters must be kept inside sound resistant buildings between 7:00 pm and 7:00 am;
c. on parcels greater than 1,500 m2 and less than 2,500 m2 in area keeping of animals must be limited to ten (10) small Livestock and Poultry. Roosters must be kept inside sound resistant buildings between 7:00 pm and 7:00 am.

9.02 	Buildings or Structures

Accessory buildings or structures used to shelter or house animals, with the exception 	of household Pets must, unless exempted by the Animal Control Officer, be situated:
a. a minimum of 15.45 meters (50 feet) from any building used for residential purposes located on the same parcel;
b. a minimum of 15.24 meters (50 feet) from any front, side, or rear lot line of the parcel it occupies; and a minimum of 30.48 meters (100 feet) from all wells and streams.

9.03 	Running at Large – Livestock and Poultry

No keeper of animals shall allow their Livestock or Poultry to run at large.

9.04	Confinement for Livestock

Livestock, small Livestock and farmed fur bearing animals when outside of buildings must be kept enclosed within secure fences, corrals or pens sufficient to retain them. This does not include Livestock that are under permits that allows grazing on (INSERT FIRST NATION NAME) Lands.

9.05	Aviaries

Aviaries for tropical birds must not be located on parcels with an area of less than 1 hectare and must include facilities for keeping the birds in sound resistant buildings between 7:00 pm and 7:00 am.

9.06	Farmed Fur Bearing Animals

Farmed fur bearing animals must not be kept on a parcel with and area less than 2 	hectares.

9.07	Bee Hives

No Person shall keep beehives on a parcel of land which has an area of less than .61 	hectares (one and one-half acres).

PART X EXOTIC ANIMALS
10.01 	Exotic Animals

No Person shall possess or keep in any area, temporarily or permanently, an Exotic Animal on the Prohibited Exotic Species list. Refer to Schedule D for a list of Prohibited Exotic Animals.

An ACO may seize any Exotic Animal on the Prohibited Exotic Animal List on (INSERT 	LEGAL FIRST NATION NAME) 	Lands.

PART Xl LIMITS ON OWNERSHIP AND NUMBER OF ANIMALS

11.01	Number Limitations

Subject to the other provisions set out under this Part, no person shall keep or have 	more than three (3) dogs or/and cats or/and other Animals in any combination on any 	Premises within (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME), unless otherwise authorized in 	writing by the ACO.

11.02 	Grandfather Provision

If an Owner owns more than three (3) Animals as of the date on which this Law comes 	into force, he or she shall be entitled to keep the Animals if authorized in writing by the 	ACO but shall not acquire any more Animals unless authorized in writing by the ACO.

11.03	Limit to Number of Dangerous Dogs 

No Person shall keep or have more than:
a. one (1) Aggressive or Dangerous Dog; or on any Premises or within any property, including in a vehicle, within (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME).

If an Owner has more than one (1) Dangerous Dog as of the date on which this Law 	comes into force, he or she shall: 
a. rehome the Dog(s), and
b. shall not acquire any more Dogs unless authorized in writing by the ACO;

11.04 	Intact Dogs or Cats

If an Owner has dogs or cats that are not spayed or neutered; they have 4 months from 	the time they received written notice from the ACO to provide a spay/neuter 		certificate.  

11.05 ￼Kennel or Animal Control Facility

The Law does not apply to:
a. a legally established Kennel or Animal Control Facility which has obtained and maintains all necessary licenses, permits and authorizations pursuant to (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Laws; or 
b. Dog or cat litters in which the puppies or kittens are under three (3) months of age.

11.06	Restricted Dogs
In addition to the breed restrictions in the Dangerous Dog Owners Liability Act, the (INSERT LEGAL FIRST NATION NAME) prohibits the ownership of Restricted Dogs determined by the ACO.

If an Owner owns one or more Restricted Dogs as of the date on which this Law comes 	into force, he or she shall be entitled to keep the Animals if authorized in writing by the 	ACO but shall not acquire any more Animals unless authorized in writing by the ACO.  If 	the Restricted Dog has bite a human, the dog must be rehomed or humanely 		euthanized. 

11.07 	Stray or Abandoned Dog or Cat

A Person who takes care and control of any Stray or Abandoned Dog or Cat shall 		forthwith notify the ACO and provide any information required by the ACO.  By taking 	care and control of the Animal, the Person becomes the Owner of the Animal.

11.08 	False Information

No Person shall provide false or misleading information to (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL 	NAME), Council, the ACO, or the Facility Supervisor.

No Person shall contravene any term or condition contained in a written agreement 	entered into by that Person with (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) pursuant to this 	Law.

11.09	Exemptions for Police Service Dogs

This Law does not apply to a Police or Security Officer’s Dog while the Dog is engaged in 	active service.


PART Xll Enforcement and Administration of Laws

In support of creating a healthier community for pets and Peoples, prevention and education will be the focus of ACO.  However, time to time, the ACO will need to resort to enforcement of the Law and seek outside support from enforcement agencies for provincial and federal offences. 

12.01	Enforcement Partners

The Chief and Council and the ACO may work collaboratively with other enforcement 	partners such as the Ontario Provincial Police, Nishnawbe Aski Police Service, 		Anishinabek Police Service and Provincial Animal Welfare Services to uphold provincial 	or federal legislation such as, but not limited to, Dog Owners Liability Act and Provincial 	Animal Welfare Services Act.  Such partnerships require transparency and accountability 	and communication.

12.02	An ACO, or enforcement partner may seize any Animal that is unlicensed or that is 	acting contrary to this Law, and any Animal held or kept in conditions contrary to this 	Law.  

12.03	ACO, or enforcement partner may only adopt out, re-home, or humanely euthanize an 	impounded Animal after the longer of the following time periods have expired:
a. In the case of an Animal being retained in the Animal Control Facility,
b. where an Animal has identification, three (3) days, not including weekends, holidays or days that the Animal Control Facility is closed, from the date that the Owner has been notified an Animal has been impounded, when the name and address of the Owner are known; or
c. where an Animal does not have identification, three (3) days, not including weekends, holidays or days that the Animal Control Facility is closed, from the date an Animal is impounded, and if the name and address of the Owner cannot be ascertained, five (5) days from the date upon which the notices were posted;
d. in the case of an Animal seized under the Law (causing serious injury or death), ten (10) days; in a case where the ACO decides to pursue a Court order to euthanize a dangerous dog, the period of time set by a Court order for the retention of the Dog; or,
e. In the case of a Restricted Dog being seized under the Law, ten (10) days; in a case where the ACO decides to pursue euthanasia or rehoming, during this time, the owner has time to file an notice to Council to commence the Appeal process,
f. a period of time as agreed to by the Owner of the Animal and the ACO.

12.04 	Extended Hold Period

The ACO may retain an Animal for a longer period than outlined if in his/her opinion the 	circumstances warrant doing, and particularly if required to secure the health and safety 	of (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) residents.

12.05	Reclaiming Animals 	

Subject to any Court or ACO order and/or the operation of any provisions of this Law 	that may dictate otherwise, a dog may be reclaimed by the Owner at any time prior to 	the expiration of the holding period set out, upon condition that the Owner pay the 	Animal Control Facility for the following:
a. the appropriate impoundment fee and care and sustenance fee, as set out in Schedule “B”
b. the appropriate License fee as set out in Schedule “A”, if the Animal is not Licensed; and, the cost of any veterinary expenses for treatments provided to the Animal pursuant to this Law; and, should the ACO require that an intact Animal be spayed or neutered, vaccines, microchip and internal/external parasite control before being reclaimed, the veterinary fees associated with the procedure.
 
12.06 	Proof of Ownership

Any Person seeking to reclaim an Animal must provide the Animal Control Facility with 	sufficient proof of ownership of the Animal.

The ACO may work with an animal welfare organization to adopt, or re-home any 	unclaimed Animals which are good adoption candidates and have been in the animal 	Control Facility longer than the applicable holding period specified in this Law.

Notwithstanding anything in this Law, nothing shall prevent an Animal from being 	humanely euthanized at any time due to physical illness or injury upon the 		recommendation of, and by a Registered Veterinarian.

Where an Animal is euthanized, the Owner shall be responsible for the cost of the 	euthanasia, as well as the cost of any veterinary expenses for treatments provided to 	the Animal, and the impoundment fees and care and sustenance fees, as set out in 	Schedule “B”

12.07	Powers of the Animal Control Officer

The ACO or his/her designate is responsible for the administration and enforcement of 	this Law.

Where an ACO is appointed by (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME), he/she has the 	following powers under this Law, keeping in mind that the ACO shall be permitted to 	delegate the performance of their duties as deemed necessary, and in their discretion to 	enforcement partners or otherwise.

Without restricting any other power, duty or function granted by this Law, the ACO 	may:
a. carry out or direct whatever inspections are reasonably required to determine compliance with this Law;
b. delegate any of their powers under this Law to the Facility Supervisor or any (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) employee, contractor, or any organization as he/she deems appropriate, provided that the ACO shall at all times remain accountable for ensuring that the power and duties under this Law are carried out properly;
c. establish forms for the purposes of this Law;
d. establish off Leash areas;
e. establish areas where Dogs are prohibited; and
f. waive the License fee otherwise payable for a Dog that is a Service Dog.

The ACO shall establish and maintain a centralized registry for recording and monitoring 	Licenses issued under this Law.

An ACO is authorized to capture, impound and deliver to the Animal Control Facility, any 	Dog which:
a. is found to be At Large;
b. is Abandoned;
c. has caused or is believed by the ACO upon reasonable grounds to have caused a Serious Injury to or the death of a person or a Domestic Animal; or
d. is owned by a person whom the ACO has, upon reasonable grounds, determined to be in contravention of this Law, including for greater certainty, a person who has contravened the obligations set forth herein; and,
e. the ACO is further authorized to take reasonable measures as necessary to subdue and control a Dog in the process of capturing and impounding the Dog, including but not limited to, the use of tranquilizer equipment and other capture devices, so long as these measures do not cause undue distress to the Dog.

12.08	Veterinary Care

If any captured or impounded Dog is injured or in distress or ill, the ACO shall take the Dog to a Registered Veterinarian for immediate treatment prior to delivering the Dog to the Animal Control Facility.

Subsequent to capture and subject to the Law, the ACO shall deliver a Dog or Cat to the appropriate Animal Control Facility to receive necessary care, food, water, shelter and follow up veterinary care.

12.09	Location of Owner 

Where an Animal is captured and impounded, the ACO shall take reasonable steps to 	locate the Owner of the Animal.

Where the Owner can be located, the ACO shall, within twenty four (24) hours of 		ascertaining the name of the Owner, contact the Owner and notify him or her that the 	Animal has been impounded.

Where the Dog Owner cannot be located, the ACO shall, within twenty four (24) hours 	of the date upon which the Animal has been impounded, post written notices describing 	the Animal at the (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) offices and where applicable, on 	the website, for not less than five (5) days.

12.10	Interference with ACO Officer

No Person shall interfere with an ACO who is exercising their powers and duties under 	this Law.

No Person, whether or not he/she is the Owner of a Dog which is being or has been 	pursued or captured, shall:

a. induce the Dog to enter a house, building or other place where the Dog may be safe from capture;
b. falsely represent him/herself as being in charge or control of a Dog so as to establish that the Dog is not At Large; or
c. unlock or unlatch or otherwise open a Motor Vehicle or enclosure in which the Dog is being kept for impoundment so as to allow or attempt to allow any Dog to escape therefrom.

12.11	Fines and Fees

The expenses incurred under this Law for the following are payable by a Dog owner 	as set out in Schedule B.
a. shelter, feeding and care expenses, while impounded;
b. transportation to veterinarian clinic or rehoming agency;
c. any required veterinary treatment, and/or humane euthanasia; and,
d. the cost of a behavioural assessment as in the discretion of the ACO.


PART XIII SEIZURE AND IMPOUNDMENT

13.01 	Seizure

An ACO may seize any animal that is unlicensed or that is acting contrary to
this Law, and any animal held or kept in conditions contrary to this Law.  The ACO has 	the power to go onto the Owner’s property to seize or investigate.

13.02	Impoundment

Where an animal is impounded pursuant to this Law:
a. an Animal Control Officer must make reasonable effort to determine the Owner of the animal and to notify the Owner of the impoundment and the procedure to recover the animal;
b. if an Animal Control Officer is not able to determine the Owner of an animal or contact the Owner of an animal, the Animal Control officer must post a notice on the public notice board at the Band Office and/or on the (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) website or social media page describing the animal and stating the date of impoundment and the impoundment period;
c. an Animal Control Officer must make reasonable effort to contact the Owner of the animal if it is wearing a license tag, contact information can be found in the license information for such animal;
d. the Animal Control Officer will provide the animal with veterinary care, medication, specialty food, or other treatment required for the reasonable and proper care of the animal, and (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) may recover the actual cost of such treatment plus a 25% administrative charge and an
extra fee payable by the Owner of the animal or by a Person adopting the 		animal;  the Owner, or the Owner’s agent, must recover the animal from the 	place of impoundment within 96 hours from the time of impoundment, by giving 	evidence of ownership of the animal and paying the impound fee, the daily 	boarding fees, and other applicable fees for the animal as prescribed in 		Schedule “B”;
e. the impoundment fees for an unlicensed animal will be double the fees for a licensed animal as set out in Schedule “B”, plus the cost of a license for such animal;
f. The impoundment fees will increase as prescribed in Schedule “B” for each impoundment of the same animal in a twenty-four (24) month period;
g. regardless of whether an animal is licensed or unlicensed, the impoundment fee for the animal that is deemed an Aggressive Animal or a Nuisance Animal will be the fee set out in Schedule “B”; and
h. (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) may provide for the adoption, transfer to another facility or humane euthanasia of an animal that is not collected by the Owner within ninety-six (96) hours from the time of Impoundment.

13.03	General Prohibitions for Impounded Animals

The Person must not take, remove or release, or assist in the taking, removing or 		releasing, of any animal impounded by (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) without 	first obtaining the consent of an ACO and paying all fees relating to the impound of the 	animal.

13.04 	Impoundment of Aggressive Animals

The Owner of an Aggressive Animal that has been impounded pursuant to this Law may 	only reclaim the animal upon application to an ACO with the following:
a. evidence of Ownership of the Aggressive Animal;
b. payment of applicable fees set out in Schedule “B”; and
c. delivery to an Animal Control Officer of an executed statement in the form prescribed from time to time.

PART XIV ORDER TO DESTROY AN ANIMAL

14.01 	Destruction of Dangerous, Aggressive or Restricted Animals

On being satisfied that an animal is a Dangerous or Aggressive Animal or a Restricted Dog, and in consultation with Chief and Council, an ACO may order to have the animal Humanely Euthanized.

14.02	Consent to Euthanasia or Rehoming

An Owner who requests that their animal be Humanely Euthanized or rehomed by an
ACO, the Owner must sign the form of Consent to Euthanasia or a Surrender established 	by the Band Office.

14.03 	Cost

An Owner whose Animal has been destroyed pursuant to this Law is liable for all costs, 	fees and expenses associated with the destruction of such animal, which costs, fees, 	expenses and any interest accrued thereon will be a debt due and owing to (INSERT 	LEGAL NAME FIRST NATION) until paid in full.

PART XV DESTROYING AND DISPOSING OF ANIMALS

15.01 	Method of Destruction

A Person who destroys an animal under this Law must do so in a humane method and 	dispose of such animal or cause such animal to be destroyed and disposed of, in 		accordance with current best practices, without pain or suffering.

15.02 	Critical Injuries and Illness

If an Animal is critically injured or is suffering from grave illness and the Owner is not 	available for consultation or decision making, the ACO may order the humane 		euthanasia the Animal.  In doing so, the ACO or Chief and Council will not be held 	responsible, nor can any damage be awarded to the Owner of the Animal.

PART XVI BURIALS

16.01	Burials

All animals that are to be buried on (INSERT LEGAL FIRST NATION NAME) Lands must be buried in keepings with the traditional teachings and the designated area outlined in the Land Use Plan within a depth of three (3) feet (91.44 centimeters) within soil;

16.02 	Carcass Removal

Where an Owner of a deceased animal requests that an Animal Control Officer remove the carcass of an animal from their Allocated Lands, the Owner shall pay the fee set out in Schedule “C” and pay the full costs and expenses of incineration or burial of the carcass.

16.03	Illegal Dumping

No animal is to be disposed or dumped on (INSERT LEGAL FIRST NATION NAME) Community Lands including but not limited to the backroads, beachfronts or the dump.

PART XVII DISEASED ANIMALS

17.01 	General

When a complaint is made to the Lands Office that an animal is suffering from any 	disease as a result of which the animal is suffering in pain or debilitation, an ACO may 	investigate the matter.

If a veterinary examination demonstrates the Animal is suffering, the ACO may order the 	Owner to have the animal treated or humanely euthanized and disposed of.  If a 			veterinarian is not available, the ACO in consultation with the Chief and Council can 		order the humane euthanasia of the Animal.

PART XIII PENALTY PROVISIONS
18.01	Offence

Any Person who contravenes any provision of this Law is guilty of an offence.

18.02	Fines

A Person who contravenes any provision of this Law is guilty of an offence and liable on 	summary conviction to a fine as set out in the Schedule B, C or D.

Each time an offence occurs, or where an offence is of a continuing nature, each day or 	part of a day on which it continues, constitutes a separate offence.

The levying and payment of any fine pursuant to this Law shall not relieve a Person from 	the necessity of paying any fees, charges or costs for which the Person is liable under 	the provisions of this Law.

Where a Person is in default of payment of a fine or any other fees, charges or costs 	under this Law, (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) may, in its sole discretion as it 	deems appropriate, withhold an amount payable by it to such Person from time to time, 	not to exceed the amount of the unpaid fine, fee, charge or cost, as the case may be.

PART XIX RESTRICTIONS ON OWNERSHIP

19.01	Suspension or Lifetime Ban of Animal Ownership

If the ACO is of the opinion that an Animal owner has demonstrated a substantial 	breach of this Law, or provincial, or federal law, the ACO in consultation with Chief and 	Council may issue a Notice to the owner suspending their ability to acquire, own, or 	house Animals for a set period of time or issue a lifetime ban until certain conditions are 	met.

A “substantial breach” under this section means that a dog owner has demonstrated:
a. a pattern of conduct demonstrating an unwillingness or inability to comply with this Law, as evidenced by repeated violations; or
b. a one-time violation of a provision of this Law that involves physical injury to the owner’s Animal(s), and/or the owner’s Animal(s) being in distress, either resulting from the owner’s failure to comply with the Basic Care provisions of this Law, or otherwise caused by the Animal owner.
c. Where an Animal Owner has committed a substantial breach of this Law that causes the ACO or their designate to seek emergency veterinary care for the Animal; and, a licensed veterinarian or other animal care professional opines that the Animal has been subjected to serious neglect, or abuse or both; the ACO may, in a case where the Animal is not euthanized as a result, refuse to return the Animal to the Owner; and, regardless of the outcome of the veterinary treatment, may prohibit the Owner from taking future ownership of Animals by refusing to issue that person further Dog licences on (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME), either until certain conditions prescribed by the ACO are met; or, indefinitely.
d. Where the ACO seizes a dog and refuses to return the Dog to the owner on the basis of the opinion of a veterinarian, the ACO shall work with an animal welfare group or appropriate, qualified organization to rehome the Animal or have it humanely euthanized.

19.02	Charges under Provincial or Federal Laws

The ACO or an enforcement partner may ban anyone of Animal Ownership who is 	charged with an offence under a provincial or federal law or both while the proceedings 	are ongoing, and in the event of a conviction.

A person may appeal against the decision of the ACO made, or a prohibition made by 	applying to the Council for the purpose of having the decision or prohibition reviewed.

In the event of an Appeal, particularly where the prohibition is subject to 	conditions 	imposed by the ACO, the Council may either refer the matter to an Appeal 		Committee, or to (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME); and, the procedure, timelines, 	and the requirements relating to impounding, set out within this Law with respect to 	appeals of the ACO’s designation of Aggressive, Dangerous or Restricted dogs this Law, 	shall apply.

PART XX CIVIL ACTION 

20.01	Civil Action 

Nothing in this Law limits the right of any person to pursue a civil claim for damages 	against an Owner of an Animal, including damages allegedly arising from the owner’s 	negligence and causing injuries to individuals or Property.

Conversely, nothing in this Law limits the Animal Owner from pursuing a civil claim for 	damages against a Person including 	damages allegedly arising from the Person’s 		negligence, actions and causing injuries to an owned animal or their Property.

20.02	Responsibility of Cost - Injured Animal Due to Moterized Vehicle

In the case of a Person running over an Animal running at large, purposely or otherwise, 	with a motorized vehicle, the Animal Owner and driver shall both be responsible for 	50% of the veterinary, housing and care costs.

In the case of a Person running over an Animal on the Animal Owner’s property, 		purposely or otherwise, with a motorized vehicle, the driver shall responsible for 100% 	of the veterinary, housing and care costs.

The ACO upon discovery of an injured animal shall immediately seek veterinarian care.  	The cost of the care and who pays for the costs shall be determined once the ACO’s 	investigation is complete.  Upon completion of the investigation, the ACO shall 		determine who pays for the veterinarian care.

PART XXI STATE OF EMERGENCY

21.01	Pets in a State of Emergency
Under a herd health and community wellness model, when (INSERT FIRST NATION 	LEGAL NAME) declares a state of emergency, the Chief and/or their designate shall be 	empowered to authorize the implementation of emergency evacuation and shelter-in-	place plans for animals, and to make decisions related to medical interventions, animal 	care, and housing accommodations as necessary for all animals of the Land.

REPEAL

The (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) Control of Animals Bylaw (INSERT BY-LAW Title and NUMBER) is hereby repealed in its entirety.




__________ day of __________, 20 _____


_________________________________ ____________________________________
Chief (Print name under signature)  (print name under signature)

_________________________________ ____________________________________
Councillor 

_________________________________ ____________________________________
Councillor 

_________________________________ ____________________________________
Councillor 

________________________________ ____________________________________
Councillor 

_________________________________ _____________________________________
Councillor Councillor	Comment by Jennifer Hughes: maybe add in a section about appointing cargiver when owner is out of town for medical or other appts. 














































SCHEDULE “A”

ANIMAL LICENSE FEES

Dog – male or female
Intact $ 20.00
Spayed or Neutered $ 5.00

Cat – male or female
Intact $20.0
Spayed or Neutered $ 0.00

Exotic, Reptiles and Birds
All species $0

Dangerous or Agressive Animal
Dog $100.00
Cat $50.00

Restricted Dog
Intact $150.00
Spayed or Neutered $100

Breeding License
Dog $200
Cat $200

Replacement License Tag $5.00



SCHEDULE “B”

OTHER FEES, FINES OR PENALTIES

Amount to be paid to (INSERT FIRST NATION LEGAL NAME) by the Owner of an Animal for impoundment of a dog or cat at the Animal Care Facility.

1. Impound Fees:
a. Dog that is not a Dangerous Dog (calculated per day $50 or portion thereof, commencing at midnight on the day of impoundment)
b. Dangerous Dog Care and Sustenance Fees (calculated per day $95 or portion thereof, commencing at midnight on the day of impoundment)
c. Veterinary Expenses and $[Actual cost of service]
d. Euthanasia Expenses $[Actual cost of service]
e. Behavioural Assessment $[Actual cost of service]















SCHEDULE “C ”
Misc Fines
a. misleading an ACO or enforcement partner $50
b. adult or minor, tormenting, taunting, or causing distress to an animal $50





















SCHEDULE “D”
Prohibited Exotic Species 
· All artiodactylous ungulates, except domestic goats, sheep, pigs and cattle all canidae, except the domestic dog
· All crocodilians (such as alligators and crocodiles)
· All edentates (such as anteaters, sloths and armadillos)
· All elephantidae (elephants)
· All erinacidae (except the african pigmy hedgehog)
· All felidae, except the domestic cat
· All hyaenidae (hyenas)
· All marsupials (except sugar gliders)
· All mustelidae (such as skunks, otters and weasels) except the domestic ferret all non-human primates (such as gorillas and monkeys)
· All pinnipeds (such as seals, fur seals and walruses)
· All perissodactylous ungulates, except the domestic horse and ass
· All procyonidae (such as raccoons, coatis and cacomistles)
· All pteropodidae (bats)
· All raptors, diurnal and nocturnal (such as eagles, hawks and owls)
· All ratites (such as ostriches, rheas and cassowaries)
· All ursidae (bears)
· All venomous reptiles
· All viverridae (such as mongooses, civets and genets)
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